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ADVERTISEMENT. 

J  was  encouraged  to  undertake  the  following 
Lranfiation^  by  that  Gentleman  to  whom  I 
have  done  my f elf  the  Honor  to  infer i be  it ;  he 
obligingly  fent  the  Original  for  my  Perufal^  with 
a  Letter  from  the  Author ,  which  I  have  taken 
the  Liberty  alfo  to  tranflate.  I  perceived  he 
was  dlfpofed  to  think  favourably  of  the  New 
Operation  of  cutting  the  Symphyfis  of  the 
Pubes,  fo  zealoufiy  recommended  by  my  Coun¬ 
tryman  Mr.  Le  Roy,  and  therefore  imagined  it 
would  be  rendering  acceptable  Service  to  the 
. Public ,  thus  to  make  it  more  univerfally  known 
to  the  Medical  World,  as  well  as  to  reconcile 
it  to  the  general  Opinion  of  Mankind \  who  are 
ufually  averje  to  Innovations  in  Practice  y  how - 
ever  beneficial  to  the  Community , 

I  have  endeavoured  to  give  a  literal  tranfia - 
tion ,  as  far  as  the  Idiom  of  the  Lnglijh  Lan¬ 
guage  would  permit ;  and  where  I  was  obliged 
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to  depart  from  it ,  I  have  taken  as  much  Pains 
as  pojjible  to  preferve  the  genuine  Senfe  and 
Meaning  of  the  Original. 

Several  Repetitions  and  Digrejfions ,  which 
did  not  tend  to  illufrate  the  Nature  of  the  ope¬ 
ration,  or  confirm  the  Succefs  of  it,  I  have 
taken  the  Liberty  to  omit ,  for  which  my  Apo¬ 
logy  is  due  to  the  Author.  If  in  this  firanfi 
lation  many  Errors  or  Inaccuracies  of  Stile  are 
to  be  found ,  I  beg  the  Reader  will  permit  me, 
as  a  Foreigner y  to  claim  his  Indulgence  on  that 
Account % 


MONSIEUR, 


/ 


[  vii  ] 


/ 


MoNSIEUHj 


JE  vous  prie  d' accepter  un  exemplaire  de  Ucuv - 
rage  que  je  public  en  faveur  de  Id operation  non- 
velle  de  la  feBion  de  la  Simphife  que  fai  determine ,  et 
d  la  quelle  f  ai  cooperL  J’y  joins  le  recit  de  la  Fa  - 
cuke  de  Medecine  de  Paris,  et  une  Fhefe  qut  vienj, 
detre  foutenue  dans  nos  Ecolles ,  la  quelle  adopt  ernes 
principles  et  offre  fix  examples  de  faeces .  J’enfeigne 
les  accouchemens,&c .  Je  fids  le  premier  Me  decin  de 
noire  faculte  qui  fe  foit  aujfi  decidement  lime  d  cette 
partie  de  la  Medecine  qui  efl  en  France  aux  mains  ces 
Chirurgiens .  Je  connois  vos  travaux  fur  les  fie- 
mes  d  la  finite  des  couches ;  fetablis  vos  prin- 
cipes  et  je  me  plais  a  ranter  vos  talens.  J'ai 
dome  une  Hiftoire  des  principaux  Accoucheurs , 
Smellie  &  vous ,  Monfieur ,  y  occupe  un  rang 
dijlingue .  Recevez  mon  Opufcule  comme  un  ho¬ 

mage  que  je  me  plais  a  rendre  a  votre  celebritL 
J'ai  mande  a  mon  Libraire  de  me  faire  parvenir 
tons  vos  ouvragesy  je  compte  en  faire  bon  ufage 

pour 
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pour  un  traite  D9 Accouchement,  que je  vais  publier 
et  dans  le  quel  j9  aural  un  grand  nombre  de  fois  oc- 
cafum  de  publier  avec  quels  fentimens  d9ejlime  re - 
fpeffueufe  fai  Uhonneur  d'etre, 

Monfieur, 

Voire  tres  humble  et  tres  obeiffant  Servkeur9 

ALPHONSE'  LE  ROT, 

Doff  or  Regent  de  la  Faculte  de  Medecine 

Mai  le  1 de  Paris ,  Profejfeur  D9  Accouchemens 
1778. 

et  de  Maladies  des  Femmes . 
iVf.  Leake ,  Profejfeur  D' Accouchement* 
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TRANSLATION. 

Si  k, 

r  «•- 

I  INTREAT  your  acceptance  of  my  Publica¬ 
tion  on  the  new  operation  of  cutting  the  fym- 
phyfis  of  the  pubes ,  which  I  have  fuccefsfully 
performed.  I  likewife  enclofe  a  report  of  the 

Medical  Faculty  at  Paris ,  and  a  Thefts,  which 

«* 

has  lately  been  difcuftfed  in  our  College,  where¬ 
in  my  principles  are  adopted ;  together  with. 
jix  examples  of  the  fuccefs  of  this  operation. 
I  give  lectures  in  midwifery.  See.  and  am 
the  firfi:  in  our  faculty  who  has  fo  de^ 
voted  himfelf  to  this  branch  of  phyfic, 
which  in  France  belongs  to  furgery.  I  am  ac¬ 
quainted  with  your  Practical  Obfervations ,  &V. 
on  the  Child-bed  Fever .  I  adopt  your  principles, 
and  take  pleafure  in  praifing  your  Talents.  I 
have  given  a  Hiftory  of  the  principal  Accou¬ 
cheurs  y  wherein  Smellie  and  you.  Sir,  hold  a  dif- 
tinguifhed  rank.  I  prefent  you  with  a  fketch  of 
my  work,  as  a  tribute  which  I  owe  to  your  emi¬ 
nent  Reputation,  and  have  given  orders  to  my 

bookfeller. 


\ 


[  X  ] 


l&ookfeller,  to  fend  me  all  your  Works,  of  which 
I  intend  to  make  a  proper  ufe  towards  a  Trea- 
tife  I  am  going  to  publifh  on  Midwifery,  wherein 
I  lhall  have  frequent  occafion  to  tedify  the 
refpedful  efteem  with  which, 

SI  R, 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be. 

Your  moft  humble, 

«• 

And  mod  obedient  Servant, 
Alphonse  Le  Roy,  M,  D. 

May  1 5,  1778, 

\  V. 

M.  Leake,  Profefloj  of  Midwifery,  &c. 
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PREFACE. 

TT7  ERE  it  allowable  to  eftimate  the 
*  "  advantage  of  a  difcovery  by  its  pub¬ 
lic  utility,  it  muft  be  acknowledged  the  new 
feftion  of  the  os  pubisr  introduced  as  a  fub- 
flitute  for  the  Ccefarian  operation,  is  one 
of  the  moft  important  that  has  been  made 
in  this  age.  This  operation  was  no  fooner 
performed  at  Paris ,  upon  Mrs.  Souchot ,  than 
the  fame  of  it  was  fpread  every  where,  and 
engaged  general  attention  at  home  and 
abroad :  people  differed  in  opinion  con¬ 
cerning  it  ;  fome,  who  pretended  to  be 
judges  of  this  difcovery,  were  eager  to  de¬ 
cry  it,  and  to  give  the  name  of  rafhnefs  to 
the  fpirited  enterprize  of  two  phyficians, 
who  joined  the  practice  of  furgery  to  that 
°f  phyfic.  They  denied  the  poffibility  of 

gaining 
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gaining  a  fufficient  reparation  of  the  os  pubis 
by  this  operation  ;  and  in  order  to  demon- 
ftrate  what  they  advanced,  their  utmoft  pow¬ 
er  to  that  end  was  exerted  in  a  public  theatre, 

•  •-»  .  * 
before  a  number  of  Students,  but  their  efforts 

proved  unfuccefsful.  They  reprefented  thefe 
two  phyficians  in  combination,  to  attri- 
bute  to  each  other  an  imaginary  fuccefs  in 
their  profeffion,  and  that  they  were  bold 
enough  when  ft  imulated  by  intereft  to  impofe 
on  the  prefen  t  age ;  but  thefe  incredulous  op¬ 
ponents  were  thunder- ftruck  at  the  teftimo- 
ny  of  applaufe  which  many  of  the  faculty, 
as  well  as  feveral  curious  perfons,  gave  to 
their  proceeding.  Envy  has  a  thoufand 
refources  ;  an  alarm  was  fpread  of  the 

A  '  4 

precarious  ftate  of  the  patient  ;  palpable 
falfehoods  were  printed  on  the  occafion,  and 
every  day  papers  were  publifhed  in  order  to 
defame  their  reputation  :  in  the  mean  time 
the  cure  advanced,  and  the  patient  at 
length  recovered  fo  as  to  refume  her  ufual 

iD 

occupation* 


occupation.  She  herfelf  then  attefted  her 
recovery,  by  appearing  in  the  fchools  of 
the  faculty,  and  other  places.  Upon  a  re¬ 
cital  of  the  manner  in  which  the  operation 
was  performed,  and  the  fuccefs  attending 
it,  which  were  confirmed  by  the  phyficians 
appointed  by  the  faculty  ;  that  refpeftable 
body,  full  of  zeal  in  the  execution  of  laud¬ 
able  deeds,  decreed  certain  honours  to  the 
two  members  of  their  fociety,  who  had 
invented  that  operation.  This  a£t  of  ap¬ 
probation  flimulated  envy  afrefh.  A  pam¬ 
phlet  appeared  under  the  title  of  Refactions 
on  the  SeClion  of  the  Pubes,  This  title 
is  merely  a  veil  which  conceals  the  utmofl 
malignity.— It  would  be  lofing  time  to 
attempt  the  refutation  of  a  fcribbler,  who 
had  been  previously  called  to  Mrs.  Souchof  s 
alfiftance,  and  by  whom  the  life  of  her 
firft  child,  and  alfo  of  three  more  could 
not  be  faved.  Behaviour  of  this  kind  has 
been  common  in  every  age. 


*iv  PREFACE 

la  the  year  1775,  when  I  publifhed 
the  firft  part  of  my  courfe  of  midwifery, 
I  had  the  misfortune  to  difpleafe  certain 
perfons  whofe  falfe  principles  I  had  expofed. 
The  cafe  of  Mrs*  Souchot ,  in  which  I  was 
concerned,  furnifhed  them  with  a  new 
opportunity  to  attack  me  and  my  pradtice, 
but  their  calumny  had  no  effedt,  though 
they  attempted  to  rob  me  of  the  honour¬ 
able  part  I  had  in  the  difcovery. 

Some  of  the  antients  had  a  faint  no- 

>  *  .  ^  v  * 

tion  of  the  utility  of  the  fedtion  of  the 
pubes ;  but  their  works  afford  nothing  but 
conjecture  on  the  fubjedt.  Mankind  will 
ever  be  indebted  to  Mr,  Sigault ,  in  be* 

t  • 

ing  the  firft  who  entertained  fuch  ftrong 
and  clear  ideas  of  this  operation,  and  for 
propofing  the  performance  of  it.  We  often 
refledt  on  the  obftacles,  without  feeking  to 
remove  them,  when  a  little  exertion  would 
be  fufficient  to  compleat  our  wifhes  :  with 

this  view,  I  undertook  a  variety  of  expe¬ 
riments. 
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laments,  and  have  been  fo  flippy  as  to 
fucceed  by  them,  in  obtaining  all  the  re¬ 
paration  that  could  be  wilhed  for  and  ex¬ 
pected.  I  think  I  have,  by  thefe  means, 
proved  the  utility  of  the  operation. 

Mr.  Sigault ,  to  whom  I  communicated 
my  fuccefs,  meeting  with  a  favourable  cafe, 
acquainted  me  of  it.  I  encouraged  him 
to  the  operation,  which  we  performed  to 
our  wiilies.  The  Par  if  an  Journal ,  in  its 
account  of  this  event,  fays,  in  a  curfory 
way,  “  That  I  accompanied  my  colleague 
but  to  do  juftice  to  Mr.  Sigault ,  I  mull  here 
acknowledge,  that  he  contradicted  the 
journalift,  though  he  was  his  friend,  and 
declared  that  the  whole  care  of  the  patient 
was  mine,  on  account  of  a  fit  of  illnefs 
by  which  he  was  confined. 

Commiffioners  who  had  been  appointed 
by  the  faculty  to  infpeCt  the  cafe,  made 
a  juft  report  of  it.  Mr.  Sigault  and  I  gave^ 


an 
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an  account  of  each  others  proceedings ;  in 
confequence  of  which  they  conferred  on  us 
the  honour  of  a  medal,  with  our  names 
engraved  upon  it. 

I  have  fufficiently,  and  perhaps  to  a 
long  dwelt  upon  perfonal  wrongs.— 
Though  f  may  not  have  gained  my  due 
reward  of  fame  and  reputation,  I  fhall 
certainly  have  the  fatisfaftion  to  think  I 
have  made  difcoveries  ufeful  and  highly 
interefting  to  mankind  :  the  pleafure  of  do¬ 
ing  good  would  be  too  delightful,  were 
we  not  now  and  then  interrupted  in  the 
furfuit  of  it. 


HISTORICAL 


PRACTICAL  and  HISTORICAL 


ENQUIRIES 

On  the  Section  of  the 

* 

SYMPHYSIS  of  the  PUBES, 

T)Y  delivery  is  linderftood  the  defcent 
of  the  child  through  the  pelvis .  The 
theory  of  this  operation  comprehends  a 
knowledge  of  the  portions,  dimenfions, 
proportions  and  relation  which  the  child 
bears  to  the  pelvis.  When  their  refpedtive 
dimenfions  are  in  juft  proportion,  and  the 
pofition  is  good,  nature  is  all  fufficient ;  but 
otherwife,  we  muft  have  recourfe  to  art. 
It  is  furpriling  that  this  fundamental  prin¬ 
ciple  fhould  have  efcaped  the  ancients, 
and  that  even  to  this  day  moft  of  the 
moderns  ftiould  be  unacquainted  with  it, 

B  What 
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What  has  been  the  confequence  of  the  ig¬ 
norance  of  practitioners  with  refpeCt  to 
this  operation  ?  By  miftaking  the  real  ob- 
ftacle,  and  being  unacquainted  with  this 
art  which  affifts  nature,  Accoucheurs  have 
had  recourfe  to  means  deftruCtive  to  the 
mother  or  child,  and  home  times,  to  both, 
in  circumftances  which  admitted  of  their 
prefervation.  Hence,  no  doubt,  the  pre- 
poffeffion  in  women  which  renders  this 
otherwife  definable  moment  fo  formidable. 

The  chief  objeCt  of  the  ancients,  at  the 
time  of  delivery,  was  the  prefervation  of 
the  mother’s  life,  and  they  always  preferred 
it  to  that  of  the  child,  as  the  latter  could 

i  ’ 

prefen  t  to  the  public  nothing  but  uncertain 
hopes  of  utility  ;  but  notwithftanding  this, 
mothers  often  became  the  victims  of  inju¬ 
rious  practice.  The  laws  ordained  that  an 
operation,  known  iince  by  the  name  of 
C afar} an ,  ftiould  be  performed  on  every 
woman  dying  in  labour,  in  order  at  leaft  to 
. ; .  £ave 


t 
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fa ve  the  child.  Modem  practitioners  have 
ventured  to  perform  this  operation  on  the 
living  body  likewife,  with  a  view  of  faving 
the  mother  as  well  as  child  ;  but  for  one 
fuccefsful  attempt,  how  many  unfuccefsful 
ones  have  been  palled  over  unnoticed  ! 

Shall  we  then  pretend  to  have  perfected 

* 

an  art,  which,  wrhile  it  contributes  only  in 
fome  meafure  to  the  fafety  of  the  child,  ren¬ 
ders  that  of  the  mother  more  precarious  ? 

Have  not  the  moderns  fometimes  un- 
fealbnably  performed  the  Ctefarian  opera¬ 
tion,  by  confounding  a  wrong  polition  of 
the  child  with  the  want  of  due  proportion 
in  the  parts  ?  We  have  fome  inltances 
of  women  recovering  of  this  dange¬ 
rous  operation,  who  in  a  fubfequent 
lying-in,  were  delivered  without  its  dreadful 
affiftance. 

*•  / 

From  fuch  errors,  and  many  others 
equally  deftruCtive,  I  deemed  it  of  im¬ 
portance  to  eftablilh  in  this  art  fome  clear 
and  finking  principles,  founded  upon  the 

B  2  dimenuons 
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dimenfions  of  the  body  to  pafs,  and  of  die 
parts  which  afford  it  paffage. 

When  the  pelvis  is  too  narrow  for 
the  child’s  head,  a  circumftance  which 

•  fi 

induced  the  ancients  to  deftroy  it,  and 
which,  according  to  modern  practice,  ex- 
pofes  the  mother  to  the  hazard  of  the  Ca’fa- 
rian  operation,  in  order  to  preferve  it* 
the  incifion  of  the  pubes  has  been  recom¬ 
mended.  I  have  demonftrated  the  ad¬ 
vantages  refulting  from  it,  and  fuccefs  has 
already  feconded  my  expectations.  I  now 
difcharge  a  duty  which  humanity  dic¬ 
tates,  in  publifhing  this  new  operation, 
and  my  reflections  from  thence  ariling.  I 
fhall  difcufs  the  objections  which  may  rea- 
fonably  be  made  to  it,  and  fhall  confider  this 
important  fubjeCt  in  three  points  of  view, 
viz.  Hijlory ,  Practice ,  and  Theory. 

Firjl ,  I  fhall  confider  how  the  mind  of 
man*  fo  flow  in  its  advances,  at  length  ar¬ 
rived  at  a  difcovery  of  this  operation. 

Secondly,  The  manner  in  which  it  was 
performed  on  Mrs.  Sonchot ,  together  with 

the 
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the  whole  procefs  during  and  fubfequent  to 
the  operation. 

‘Thirdly.  I  {hall  endeavour  to  throw  fome 
✓  ' 

light  upon  the  caufes  of  the  accidents  which 
happened  in  her  cafe,  and  the  means  of  pre¬ 
venting  fueh  in  future ;  I  fhall  afterwards 
point  out  the  circumftances  under  which 
this  operation  may  prove  ufeful,  and  the 
principles  upon  which  we  may  aft  in 
{imiiar  cafes. 


PART 

< 


b3 
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PART  I. 

II7E  are  often  extremely  furprifed  at  the 
*  *  fize  of  a  new-born  infant  ;  ’tis  hard 
to  conceive  how  it  has  made  its  way  into 
the  world.  Thofe  who  fir  ft  made  mid- 
wifry  the  object  of  their  attention,  endea¬ 
vouring  to  account  for  this  phenomenon, 
began  by  confidering  the  ftrucfture  of  the 
pelvis ;  they  obferved,  that  the  different 
parts  of  which  it  is  compofed  are  connected 
by  a  fujoftance  which  never  becomes  oflified 
in  young  women,  and  which,  during  the 
latter  period  of  their  pregnancy,  fwells  and 
foftens.  From  thefe  circumftances  they 
law  the  beneficent  intention  of  nature, 
which  by  this  means  admits,  to  a  certain  de¬ 
gree,  a  feparation  which  enlarges  the  di- 
menfions  of  the  pelvis, 

Hippocrates  was  of  opinion,  that  the  pains 
m  the  loins  which  women  feel  during  labour, 

originated 


originated  from  the  pofterior  articulation  of 
th e  pelvis  ;  that  they  proceeded  from  the  ef¬ 
forts  which  nature  directed  towards  the 
parts.  Thefe  are  his  words  ; 

46  Women,  in  their  firft  labour,  feel  very 
lharp  *  pains  in  their  loins,  and  in  the 

lower  part  of  the  os  ilium. ;  at  that  time 

•» 

thefe  bones  divide  and  feparate  one  from  the 
other.” 

Hippocrates  in  the  above  paflage  attends 
only  to  the  feparation  of  the  pofterior  arti¬ 
culation  ;  but  in  an  other  place  f  he  Teems  to 
attend  folely  to  the  anterior.  4 4  When  'the 
time  of  geftation  is  completed,  fays  he,  the 
bones  feparate  to  the  right  and  left.”  Thefe 
paflages  have  given  rife  to  three  different 
opinions  relative  to  the  feparation  of  the 
parts  of  the  pelvis ,  and  the  efforts  of 
the  uterus  in  expelling  the  child.  Some 
would  have  it  that  thefe  efforts  were  di¬ 
rected  towards  the  pofterior  parts  only,  and 
feparated  the  pofterior  articulation  only ; 

B  4  others, 

*  Hipp.  de  Natura  Pueri8 

f  Idem  de  Epidem. 


others,  guided  by  obfervation,  maintained* 
that  they  extended  towards  the  fore 
part  of  the  pelvis ,  and  that  it  was  particu¬ 
larly  towards  th t  pubes  that  nature  had  fixed 
the  mobility  and  feparation  of  the  parts : 
And  laftly,  others  were  of  opinion  they 
were  diredled  equally  towards  the  whole 
opening,  and  tended  to  increafe  it  in  every 
diredlion. 

The  Arabians  adopted  this  laft  hypothe¬ 
cs,  “  When  th  $  fetus,  fays  Avicenna ,  is  on 
the  point  of  exclufion  from  the  mother,  the 
uterus  opens,  the  joints  are  feparated,  and 
this  operation  is  one  of  the  greateft  efforts 
of  nature.” 

Jt  feems.  that  even  the  ancients  had  fome 
thoughts  of  feparating  the  pubes ,  in  order  to 
facilitate  delivery,  and  that  this,  notion  had 
gjiven  rife  to  fome  fabulous  accounts,  which 
gained  great  credit  amongft  the  vulgar* 

Can  any  fenfible  man  believe,  fays  the 
celebrated  Vefalius -,  that  there  are,  as  people 
pretend,  nations  who,,  upon  the  birth  of  a 
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daughter,  feparate  th z  pubes  y  in  order  to  fa~ 
cilitate  her  labours  ?” 

The  Greeks  looked  upon  the  fymphyfes  of 

« 

the  pelvis  as  fo  many  joints.  Vefalius  op- 
pofed  this  opinion,  He  looked  upon  the 
fubftance  of  the  fymphyfes  to  be  like  the 
other  cartilages.  So  that  if  the  opinion  of 
the  foftening  and  reparation  of  the  parts 
was  carried  too  far,  he  would  eftablifh  one 
error,  while  he  meant  to  explode  another.. 

The  authority  of  this  great  man  made 
jnany  of  the  fame  opinion.  In  the  year 
1319,  one  of  our  predeceflors  in  the  facul¬ 
ty  of  medicine  at  Paris,  Jacyue  Z)’ Amboife, 
equally  famous  for  his  talents  and  attach¬ 
ment  to  Henry  the  IVth.  during  the  league, 
gave  lectures  on  anatomy,  as  was  cufto- 
mary,  at  St.  Come.  In  the  courfe  of  thefe 
le&ures,  he  happened  to  meet  with  the  body 
of  a  woman,  who  a  few  days  after  delivery 
was  executed  for  ftifling  her  child.  Mr. 
jyAmboife,  thinking  this  a  favourable  op¬ 
portunity  to  decide  the  queftion  of  the 

foftening 
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fcftening  and  ieparation  of  the  bones  of  the 
pelvis,  gave  notice,  that  in  a  public  ledture 
this  fubjedt  would  be  conlidered  ;  and  he  in¬ 
vited  the  moil  celebrated  phyficians  and 
furgeons  to  attend.  He  demonftrated  to 
the  aflembly,  that  the  bones  of  the 
pelvis ,  efpecially  towards  the  fymphyfes 
of  the  pubes ,  feparated  a  few  lines,*  and 
he  proved  that  it  did  not  proceed  from 
any  unfound  ftate  of  the  parts,  becaufe  the 
woman  had  been  in  good  health  during  her 
pregnancy.  He  fhewed,  that  upon  railing 
one  thigh,  the  correfponding  pubes  rofe 
above  the  other ;  neverthelefs,  in  fpite  of 
authority,  reafon,  and  the  teftimony  of  the 
fenfes,  many  perfons  remained  obftinate  in 
a  contrary  opinion.  Mr.  Pineau ,  a  very  fkil- 
ful  furgeon  and  anatomift,  was  particularly 
ftruck  at  this  circumftance,  and  hurt  at  the 
obftinacy  of  feme  of  the  company.  He 

collected 

*  The  French  meafure  is  nearly  as  follows  : — Twelve 
lines  make  one  inch,  and  twelve  inches  one  foot ;  but  their 
foot  contains  near  thirteen  Englifn  inches. 
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colledted  the  whole  of  what  had  been  faid  on 
this  fubjedt,  and  formed  it  into  a  fmall 
Treatife,  which  contains  a  variety  of  excel¬ 
lent  obfervations,  of  which  I  lhall  give  an 
extradh 

This  writer,  with  Galen ,  looks  upon  the 
fymphyfes  of  the  pelvis  as  fo  many  articula¬ 
tions  ;  that  of  the^/^feems  to  him  more  dif 
pofed  than  the  reft  to  {well  and  foften  during 
pregnancy.  66  The  fubftance  of  the  fym¬ 
phyfes,  fays  he,  is  like  a  fpunge,  it  becomes 
mold  during  pregnancy,  and  grows  dry 

after  delivery  by  degrees.  The  caufe  of  this 

% 

foftnefs  depends  upon  a  mucous  difcharge 
upon  thefe  parts,  Unfuccefsful  attempts 
have  been  made  to  dilate  the  pubes  with  a 
wedge ;  but  this  feparation  cannot  be  ef- 
fedted  except  near  the  time  of  delivery. 
When  the  finger  is  applied  to  the  pubes  of 
a  pregnant  woman,  this  part  gives  figns  of 
extreme  fenfibility,  which  arifes  from  the 
fwelling  in  thefe  joints  diftending  the  peri- 
cjleum ?  and  feparating  it.  Might  not  art  in- 
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ereafe  this  foftnefs  of  the  parts  which  na¬ 
ture  attempts  ?  In  order  to  promote  this, 
may  we  not,  during  pregnancy,  apply  to 
the  fymphyfes,  efpecially  to  that  of  the  pu~ 
besy  emolient  cataplafms,  oily  embrocations, 
and;  femicupia,  &c?” 

Mr.  Pineau  perceiving  that  thefe  means 
would  be  rejected,  without  even  giving 
them  a  fair  trial,  therefore  dedicated  his 
work  to  the  celebrated  Dr.  River  tus,  per- 
fuaded  that  his  name  would  have  great  in¬ 
fluence.  After  an  attentive  obfervation,  as 
we  have  feen,  of  the  means  by  which  na¬ 
ture  brings  about  the  fwelling  and  foftening, 
he  tried  every  method  which  medicine 
or  furgery  could  furnifh,  in  order  to  effect  it* 
46  If  we  hold,  fays  he,  the  thighs  of  a  wo¬ 
man  in  labour,  raifed  up  and  extended,  the 
child  at  every  pain  advances  the  more,  which 
depends  upon  the  reparation  of  the  pubesP 
In  fhort,  Pineau  goes  ftill  further.  He 
fays,  that  we  may  not  only  dilate  the  fym¬ 
phyfes  by  the  means  which  he  propofes,  but 

that 
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that  we  may  even  feparate  it  by  incifiotu 
He  Ihudders,  however,  at  this  propofal, 
and  begins  by  refting  on  the  authority  of 
Galen ,  who  fays,  “  The  containing  parts 
being  lefs  noble  than  the  contained,  may  not 
only  be  dilated,  but  cut,  for  the  prefervation 
of  the  latter.”  “  Now  every  fenfible  man, 
fays  Pineau ,  muft  allow  the  child  in  utero, 
to  be  more  noble  than  the  bones  which 
compofe  the  pelvis .’  ’ 

The  authority  of  Galen  upon  this  occafion, 
was  not  well  calculated  to  give  credit  to 
this  idea.  The  great  experience  of 
y.  D'Jmbolfe,  ferved  to  perpetuate  ill  the 
fchools  of  the  faculty,  the  doflrine  of  the 
foftening  and  the  feparation  of  the  fymphy- 
fesof  the  pelvis,  Silvius ,  Riverlus ,  Riolanus% 
and  many  others  publicly  patronized  it. 

Mr.  Duverney ,  in  his  public  leblures  deli¬ 
vered  at  the  Royal  Gardens ,  Ihewed  a  pelvis , 
the^ pubes  of  which  had  been  feparated  during 
labour,  by  the  foie  •  efforts  of  nature. 
Morgagni ,  whofe  authority  is  of  much 

weight 
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weight  in  thefe  cafes,  iikewife  adapted 
this  opinion. 

Finally,  in  the  year  17 68,  Mr.  Sigault 

*  \ 

prefented  a  memorial  to  the  furgeons  of  Pa¬ 
ris,  in  which  he  propofed  the  feftion  of  the 
iymphyfes  of  the  pubes ,  in  cafes  where  the 
Cafarian  operation  is  employed,  on  account 
of  the  difproportion  of  the  pelvis  to  the 
child’s  head.  The  reafon  which  he  gave 
as  conclufive  was,  that  by  this  feftion,  the 
fpace  of  an  inch  was  gained,  which  he  had 
proved  to  be  the  cafe  in  feveral  women 
who  died  in  child-bed.  It  was  objected 
in  the  fir  ft  place,  that  in  cafes  where  the 
Ceefarian  operation  became  neceffary,  an 
inch  more  room  would  not  be  fuflicient. 
Secondly,  it  was  alledged,  that  many  cir- 
cumftances  rendered  the  reunion,  of  the' 
parts  very  precarious. 

While  the  French  furgeons  were  difpu^ 
ting  this  matter,  Mr.  Camper ,  a  Dutch  phyfi- 
cian,  had  recourfe  to  experiment.  He  per- 
formed  this  operation  on  a  fow ,  after  fhe 

had 
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had  littered ;  die  continued  to  fuckle  her 
pigs,  to  eat,  drink,  and  walk,  and 
though  die  threw  off  the  bandage  which 
had  been  applied  in  order  to  favour  a  union 
of  the  parts,  they  were  healed  in  1 5  days. 

This  experiment  being  made  known 
throughout  Europe,  decided  one  of  the 
chief  points  in  queftion,  viz.  the  reunion 
of  the  parts,  but  it  faid  nothing  refpeCling 
the  feparation,  and  gave  no  anfwer  to  the 
objection  made  to  its  infufficiency. 

Such  was  the  hate  of  the  queftion,  when 
in  the  year  1773,  I  had  an  opportunity  of 
making  many  obfervations  on  the  bodies  of 
women  who  died  in  child-bed.  I  en¬ 
deavoured,  by  anatomical  principles,  to 
bring  to  greater  perfection  the  art  of  mid- 
wifry,  and  to  obviate  the  dangerous  confe- 
quences  of  delivery.  I  attended  particularly 
to  the  operation  propofed  by  Mr.  Sigault ,  and 
endeavoured  to  reap  every  poffible  advan¬ 
tage  from  the  hints  he  had  given.  I  per¬ 
formed  the  feClion  of  the  pubes  upon  dead 

fubjeCls, 
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fubje&s,  both  male  and  female.  In  iht 
firft  I  obferved  a  feparation  of  between  two 
and  three  lines  fpace,  and  in  the  latter  from 
three  to  four ;  in  thofe  who  died  in 
child-bed,  I  conftantly  gained  from  fix  to 
nine  lines.  I  then  reafoned  thus  :  Why  is 
there  a  feparation  in  every  fubjedl  ?  and 
why  is  this  feparation  greateft  at  the  time  of 
delivery  ?  An  attentive  examination  of  the 
parts  which  conftitute  the  pelvis,  refolved  the 
firft  queftion.  The  two  bones  which  form 
the  hips  are  united  anteriorly  by  means  of  a 
fubftance  which  has  pafled  for  cartilage  ; 
they  are  joined  behind  to  the  lateral  fides  of 
the  facrum ,  and  are  equally  united  to  it  by 
means  of  that  fame  fubftance,  which  is  faften- 
ed  ftill  more  firmly  by  ligaments  internally 
and  externally.  The  name  of  fymphyfes 
was  given  to  thefe  three  junftions  of  the 
pieces  of  the  pelvis.  The  ligaments  of  the 
pofterior  external  part  are  numerous  and 
much  ftronger  than  thofe  of  the  pofterior 
internal  part  ;  fo  that  by  cutting  thofe 

which 
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which  unite  the  pubes  in  the  fore  part, 

4-, 

the  pofterior  external  ones  becoming  too 
powerful  for  the  pofterior  internal,  a  fepa- 
ration  of  the  divided  parts  muft  neceflfarily 
enfue. 

It  ftill  remained  to  find  out  why  the  fe~ 

paration  was  always  greater  in  women 

advanced  in  pregnancy,  or  delivered.  I 
confidered  the  ftate  of  the  fymphyfes 

in  women  after  delivery,  and  always 
found  the  fubftance  which  ferves  as  a  me¬ 
dium  of  union,  and  which  has  ufually  the 
folidity  of  a  cartilage,  fwelled  and  foftened 
to  fuch  a  degree,  that  a  lancet  was 
fufficient  to  cut  it.  I  obferved  that  th#, 
foftnefs  was  always  in  proportion  to  the 
fweljing  ;  whence  it  followed,  that  upon 
cutting  the  pubes  of  women  who  died  in 
child-bed,  there  appeared  a  greater  fepa- 
ration,  which  feemed  in  proportion  to 
the  degree  of  fwelling  and  foftnefs  in  the 
cartilaginous  fubftance* 

Herq 
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Here  1  had  an  opportunity  of  applying 
the  obfervations  already  made  oil  that 
change  in  the  animal  ceconomy  which 

pregnancy  brings  on*  I  obferved  that 

\ 

the  cellular  membrane  was  unufually  re¬ 
laxed  In  all  women  after  delivery,  and  filled 
with  a  gelatinous  matter  ;  all  the  muf- 
cles  were  more  tender  than  at  other  times, 
and  fo  much  fo  neat  the  pelvis ,  that  I  could 
break  them  down  between  my  fingers.  I 
compared  with  this  obfervation,  thofe 
which  prove  that  the  flefh  of  impregnated 
females  is  conftantly  tender*  I  had  re¬ 
marked  that  in  the  country  it  was  a  cuftom 
to  have  old  cows  bulled  In  order  to  make 
them  tender  and  more  fit  for  food ;  which 
proved  to  me,  that  pregnancy  renders 
the  flefh  foft  and  tender  ;  and  I  was  of 
opinion,  that  nature  went  frill  further, 
and  extended  her  influence  even  to  the 
bones. 

Obfervation  fliews,  that  in  fractures  in 

women 
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women  with  child,  the  callus  does  not 
form  fo  as  to  unite  the  parts,  until 
feme  time  after  delivery*  Many  expert 
ments  of  this  nature  made  on  impregnated 
bitches  exhibited  the  fame  phenomena* 
All  thefe  fails,  joined  to  many  other  no 
lefs  curious,  convinced  me  that  during 
pregnancy  there  is  brought  about,  particu- 
larly  towards  the  pelvis ,  a  folutlon  of  the 
earthly  matter  In  the  mother ,  which  is  converted 
to  the  ufe  of  the  foetus*  • 

I  adopted  this  notion  ever  fince  the  year 
1770,  and  then  communicated  it  to  our 
learned  and  illuftrious  colleague,  the  late 
Mr.  Herrijfant ,  who  hq.d  expatiated  largely  on 
the  earthly  animal  matter.  He  approved  of 
my  opinion,  as  well  as  the  manner  in  which 
it  had  been  derived  from  obfervation*  He 
appeared  to  me  quite  fatisfied  with  the 
explanation  which  I  gave  him  of  the  extra¬ 
ordinary  foftnefs  of  the  bones  of  Mrs. 
Soupiol ,  a  phenomenon  which  in  his  opi¬ 
nion  had  not  been  accounted  for  in  any  fa- 

C  2  tisfaflorv 
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tisfaclory  maimer*  I  am  able,  in  confi> 
quence  of  my  application  fince  that  time, 
to  explain  the  means  by  which  this 
foliation  of  the  earthly  animal  matter  is 
effected. 

After  having  compared  all  thefe  fadls 
which  prove  that  the  flefh,  and  even  the 
bones,  become  foft,  by  a  kind  of  folution  du¬ 
ring  pregnancy,  efpecially  about  the  pelvis 7 
I  thought  that  the  fymphyfes  ought  natu- 

i 

rally  to  be  fubje£t  to  the  fame  change.  I 
then  perceived  there  was  fome  propriety 
In  the  obfervations,  which  feemed.  hereto¬ 
fore  not  fufficiently  eftablifhed. 

1  imagined  that  the  foftnefs,  and 
confequently  the  feparation,  ought  to 
be  in  proportion  to  the  greater  or  leffer  de¬ 
gree  of  folution  in  the  confolidating  princi¬ 
ple  ;  this  appeared  evident  from  a  view  of 
the  pelvis  of  a  woman  after  delivery,  in 
which  the  foftnefs  was  fuch,  that  the  pu¬ 
bes  coiild  be  feparated  fix  lines.  One  would 
have  imagined  that  the  intermediate  carti¬ 
lage 
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lage  was  almoft  diflolved,  infomuch,  that 
this  (welling  of  the  fymphyfes,  which  was 
thought  to  depend  upon  an  afflux  of  hu¬ 
mours  on  thefe  parts,  appeared  to  me  to  be 
the  effect  of  a  folution  of  the  earthly 
matter* 

I  endeavoured  to  make  thefe  ideas  ufeful 
to  the  practice  of  midwifry,  It  appeared  to 
me  that  the.  coccyx,  which  is  united  to  the 
facrum  by  the  fame  cartilaginous  fubftance 
which  is  found  in  other  fymphyfes,  could, 
on  account  of  their  foftnefs,  recede  during 
labour,  as  ohferved  by  Deventer,  and  that 
he  recommended,  in  fome  circumftances, 
the  retro-preffure  of  the  coccyx  to 
favour  delivery.  I  imagined,  that  on 
account  of  the  foftnefs  already  proved, 
the  facrum  itfelf  might  fometimes  give  way 
to  a  certain  degree  ;  a  circumft ance  of  the 
utnaoft  confequence  in  the  art  of  midwifry. 
Experience  anfwered  my  expectations,  and 
by  the  fame  Ample  means  I  have  affifted 
women,  who  otherwife  could  not  have  been 

C  3  delivered 
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delivered  without  the  help  of  inftru- 

j. 

merits. 

With  regard  to  Mr.  Sigaulth  project,  I  fuf- 

* 

pedted  that  a  greater  degree  of  feparation 
could  be  procured  than  he  had  mentioned 
or  obtained.  I  had  remarked,  with  Pmeaur 

7f 

that  during  fome  labours,  in  railing  the 
thighs,  and  keeping  them  at  a  difrance 
from  each  other,  the  child  advanced  better 
during  each  pain,  particularly  when  the 
pains  were  of  the  fprcing  kind,  I  was  then 
of  opinion  that  the  triceps  and  gracilis  muf~ 
plea  could  on  each  fide  feparate  th §  pubes ,  and 
produce  a  more  confiderabje  feparation  than 
was  obtained  by  Mr.  Sigault ;  and  as  after, 
death  the  articulation  becomes  rigid,  I 
thought  it  neceffary  to  try  feme  expe» 
ximents  on  a  fuhjed  full  warm,  although 
it  was  hard  to  be  met  with.  In  December 
1774,  I  was  called  to  Mrs.  Eraffeur ,  who 
was  expiring  in  confequence  of  the  injurious 
treatment  of  a  woman  who  endeavoured  to 
deliver  hen  She  was  dead  when  I  arrived. 

f  :  t  t  '■  r'  *•  ’  T  .  ">-■  •  ■»  -  » 
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I  begged  leave  of  her  friends  to  perform  an 
operation  on  the  body,  which  was  intereft- 
ing  to  mankind.  Being  permitted,  I  came 
foon  after  with  one  of  my  pupils,  and 
placed  the  body  upon  a  table,  with  forne 
cloths  under  her  loins,  that  the  peU 
vis  might  project.  The  thighs  being 
raifed  and  held  at  the  greateft  diftance 
from  one  another,  I  began  the  fcftion  of 
the  integuments  at  the  fuperior  part  of  the 
fymphyfes,  a  little  to  the  right ;  the  earth, 
lage  being  very  foft,  I  cut  it  with  a  ben¬ 
der  knife ;  the  incifion  was  fcarce  per* 
formed,  when  the  pubes  parted  fo  as  to  ad«* 
mit  my  four  knuckles,  an  extent  equal  to 
two  French  inches  and  a  half:  When  her 
legs  were  let  down  and  extended,  and.  her 
thighs  near  each  other,  the  divided  parta 
approached  fo  clofe  as  to  leave  hut  an  extent 
of  fix  or  feyen  lines,  which  were  reduced  to 
three  or  four  when  {he  was  placed  on  her 
fide.  1  endeavoured  to  find  out  whether 
fny  part  of  the  bladder  was  injured,  and 

C  4  found 
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found  it  was  not,  and  that  the  ligament 
which  unites  it  to  the  pubes ,  was  partly 
preferved  on  the  left  fide. 

This  experiment  confuted  the  objeftions 
of  thofe  who  fuppofed  there  would  be 
a  want  of  fufficient  feparation,  for  it 
was  evident  to  me,  that  a  head  of  large 
fize  might  be  conveyed  through  a  pel- 
vis,  whofe  aperture,  from  the  anterior 
to  the  poftepor  part,  only  meafured  two 
or  three  inches. 

It  was  always  a  maxim  with  me  to  be 
communicative  in  things  relative  to  fcience, 
convinced  that  though  a  man  may  lofe 
the  honour  of  fome  difcoveries,  yet 
by  enjoying  the  converfation  of  others, 
he  will  improve  his  own  under- 
Handing. 

I  mentioned  my  difcovery  to  feveral 
learned  men,  and  introduced  it  in  both  my 
public  and  private  le£tures.  I  now  turned 
my  attention  to  the  poffibility  of  re¬ 
uniting  the  parts  divided  in  the  operation. 

The 
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The  experiment  of  Mr.  Camper  made  it  a 
matter  lefs  doubtful,  as  we  had  already  ii\- 
ftances  of  the  cartilages  of  the  larynx  uni¬ 
ting,  it  gave  us  ftrong  reafon  to  hope  for 
the  reunion  of  the  fymphyfes  of  the  os  pu¬ 
bis .  Certain  obfervations  had  even  proved 
it,  but  others  left  room  for  doubt.  We 
had  examples  of  women  who  felt  much 
uneafinefs  from  the  motion  perceived 
in  the  fymphyfes  of  the  pubes ,  fo  as  not 
to  be  able  to  v/alk.  Other  obfervations  re¬ 
lated  to  me  by  people  of  veracity,  proved 
that  this  was  fometimes  obviated  by  means 
of  a  bandage.  It  now  ftruek  me  that  want 
of  proper  reft  might  be  the  caufe  of  the 
parts  not  reuniting,  and  that  it  was  occa- 
ftoned  by  the  patients  getting  up  too  foon, 
for  the  callus  lofes  its  agglutinating  power 
in  proportion  to  the  motion  of  the  parts. 

Wherefore  in  the  reunion  of  frac- 

\ 

tures,  if  fuch  motion  happens,  no  fixed 
ynion  fucceeds,  but  the  bones  form  a 
kind  of  articulation. 

X 
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't  mentioned  all  thefe  ideas  on  the  fepa- 
fation  and  reunion  of  the  parts  in  my  pub¬ 
lic  and  private  lectures,  and  wifhed  to  fee 
them  confirmed  by  experience  on  living 
fubjedts.  In  fhort,  I  publifhed  a  firft  part 
on  the  pradtice  of  midwifry,  and  fhall  foon 
publifh  more. 

When  treating  on  thofe  cafes  of  difpropor- 
tion  bet  ween  the  head  and  pelvis^  where  the 
C afar lan  operation  had  been  recommended, 
I  hinted  at  other  methods,  and  exprefled 
myfelf  thus  ;  ^  64  To  render  the  Ca- 

farian  operation  left  frequent,  and  left, 
fatal,  to  determine  thofe  cafes  in  which  it  is 
pointed  out,  and  reduce  them  to  the  fmalleft 
number  poflible,  to  fubftitute  in  its  room  a 
left  dangerous  operation,  and  laftly,  to  ba- 
nifh  totally  from  the  courfe  of  pradtice  this 
formidable  and  generally  fatal  refourceu” 

I  had  the  pleafure  to  fee  that  many  of  my 

^  Sec  the  Praflke  of  'Michmfiy,  firft  Part,  containing  a 
Critical  Hiftory  of  the  Doctrine  and  Practice  of  the  nioft  emi¬ 
nent  Accoucheurs,  page  20 2 . 

/  *  *” 
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pupils  underftood  my  dodtrine,  and  efe 
fended  my  principles  in  their  public  The« 
fes ;  particularly  Mr.  Chandon ,  who  had 
proved  his  great  abilities,  in  the  Marine 
Hofpitals ;  and  in  order  ftill  to  make 
himfelf  more  ufeful  to  the  public,  peti¬ 
tioned  Monf.  Sartine ,  for  leave  of  abfencc 
to  attend  my  lectures  in  Parts . 

Having  fpent  a  proper  time  in  Paris ,  -he 
went  to  Montpelier ,  in  order  to  take  his  de¬ 
grees.  He  dedicated  his  Thefis  to  Mr* 
Sartine ,  Minifter  to  the  Marine  Department* 
and  therein  defended  my  favourite  pro- 
poiltlon,  viz ♦  that  in  labour  a  woman  never 
fhould  lofe  her  life  when  under  the  care  of 
an  able  operator. 

After  defcribiiig  fuch  cafes  as  are  formi¬ 
dable,  he  fhews  the  remedy,  and  relates  ma** 
ny  inftances  of  cafes  ufually  proving  fatal* 
wherein  he  has  feen  mypraftice  attended 
with  fuccefs,  Mr,  Chandon  had  the  very 
uncommon  delicacy  not  to  appropriate  to 
himfelf  one  of  my  ideas.  After  propofing 

various 
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Various  means  to  fupply  the  ufe  of  the 
Jarian  operation,  and  among  others,  the  fac¬ 
tion  of  the  pubes ,  he  fays,  “  By  this  opera¬ 
tion  none  of  the  vifcera  eflential  to  life 
are  endangered  ;  it  has  been  rejected  merely 
from  timidity,  and  without  any  good  rea- 
fon,  efpecially  fince  Mr.  Alphonfe  Le  Roi 
has  obtained  fo  much  feparation  as  two 
inches  and  a  half  in  the  os  pubis”  And 
here  Mr.  Chandon  relates  the  obfervation 
mentioned  above.  A  furgeon,  very  well 
verfed  in  the  art  of  mxdwifry,  and  unac¬ 
quainted  with  my  works,  in  the  year  1 776, 
publilhed  and  defended  a  Thefts  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  fchools,  in  which  he  condemned  the  fec- 
tion  of  the  fymphyfes,  in  cafes  where  the 
pelvis  is  too  narrow  to  let  the  child’s 
head  pafs.  Mr.  Bodelocq  does  not  dis¬ 
approve  the  opinion  of  the  ancients  as 
to  the  fwelling  and  foftnefs  of  the 
parts,  but  he  fays,  very  juftly,  that 
we  feldom  obferve  any  fenfible  mobility 
towards  the  fymphyfes ;  neverthelefs,  he 
mentions  one  pelvis  which  he  had  feen, 

where 
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where  the  reparation  in  the  pubes  amounted 
to  fourteen  lines.  He  difapproves  the  ope- 
ration  of  the  feftion  of  the  pubes ,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  infufficiency  of  a  feparation 
of  one  inch,  mentioned  by  Mr.  Sigault ,  in  a 
Thelis  at  Anglers  in  1772. 

In  order  to  obtain  that  feparation,  the 
author  was  obliged  to  thruft  a  wedge  into 
the  opening  of  the  pubes,  becaufe  he  did  not 
try  his  experiments  on  the  pelvis  of  women 
who  died  in  labour,  or  foon  after  delivery* 

He  obferved,  that  in  cafe  of  a  feparation  of 

/ 

one  inch,  the  pubes  does  not  diverge  for¬ 
wards  above  two  lines ;  confequently,  if 
there  be  a  difproportion  as  to  the  tranfverfe 
diameter  of  the  head  with  th  e  pelvis,  of  more 
than  two  lines,  the  operation  is  not  ad- 
vifeable.  This  reafoning  amounts  to  a  de- 
monftration.  He  advifes  then,  in  cafes 
where  one  would  with  to  pra&ife  it,  rather 
to  ufe  the  forceps  ;  but  it  were  to  be  wiflhed 
that  he  had  taken  pains  to  determine  ex¬ 
actly  the  cafes  wherein  this  inftrument  can 

reduce 
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ffcduce  the  difproportion  ;  and  that  he  had 
fltewn  clearly  In  what  degree  he  could  di- 
minifh  the  fize  of  the  head,  fo  as  to  over¬ 
come  this  difficulty; 

>  * 

When  this  furgeoil  heard  I  had  ob¬ 
tained  two  inches  and  a  half  in  the  repara¬ 
tion,  he  had  a  favourable  opportunity  of  re¬ 
peating  my  experiments,  and  having  the 
fame  fuccefs,  informed  me  of  it,  teftifying 
how  greatly  he  was  interefted  in  it.  It  is  a 

charadteriftic  of  real  merit  to  feek  truth* 

* 

merely  for  its  own  fake; 

I  heard  of  Mn  Sigauti s  Thefis,  but  as  I 
had  not  feen  it,  in  the  month  of  July  1 777, 
I  went  to  his  houfe,  and  begged  of  him  to 
let  me  have  a  perufal  of  it,  in  order  to  aff 
certain  the  difference  between  his  refearches 
and  mine,  and  to  make  them  concur  in 
giving  fome  weight  to  a  project  which  was 
incoiffiderately  rejected*  My  friend  readily 
granted  my  requeft :  he  gave  me  his  Thefis 
only,  the  memorial  which  he  prefented  to 
the  Surgeons  Company  not  being  at  hand*. 
L  Impatient 
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Impatient  to  fee  the  contents  of  this  Thefiss 
Iperufed  it,  and  will  here  give  fome  extract 
of  it. 

By  the  title  of  this  Thefis  it  implies^ 

that  in  preternatural  labours,  the  fedtion  of 

the  fymphyfes  of  th q pubes  is  a  much  readier 

,  * 

and  fafer  operation  than  the  Ceefanan.  It 
eonfifts  of  five  paragraphs,  the  firft  contains 
only  fome  general  proportions  foreign  to 
the  fubjedt ;  in  the  fecond  he  fays,  46  The 
force  of  the  uterus  fometimes  adts  upon  it-* 
felf ;  hence  arifes  in  fome  labours  a  rupture 
of  this  vifcus  it  felf,  in  which  cafe  we  have 
been  obliged  to  make  an  incifion  into  the 
belly  of  the  mother,  to  extract  the  child 
contained  in  the  abdomen.  By  this  opera- 
tion  Julius  was  born  ;  and  hence  they  gave 
him  the  fur  name  of  C re  far  ;  and  from  this 

incident  the  operation  was  called  Cafarian • 

\ 

44  The  dangers  of  this  operation  are  hae¬ 
morrhage,  a  diffufion  of  purulent  matter 
Jnto  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  a  hernia 
v  ■!  ..  with 

.  i 
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tvith  ftrangulation  of  the  inteftines,  mor¬ 
tification,  convulfions,  and  death.” 

In  the  third  paragraph  he  fays,  “  The 
cartilages  become  relaxed  towards  the  latter 
end  of  pregnancy,  and  during  labour  the 
bones  recede  from  each  other  by  little  and 
little,  and  fometimes  quite  feparate.”  He 
maintains  this  aflertion  upon  the  authority 
of  fome  celebrated  anatomifts.  In  the  4th  part 
he  goes  on  thus :  “  Fernelius  mentions  the 
ftrong  junction  of  the  pubes  as  one  of  the 
chief  obftacles  to  delivery.  Plneau  in  thofe 
cafes  recommended  relaxing  applications 
and  liniments ;  but  they  prove  very  ineffec¬ 
tual.  Take  a  biftory  with  a  blunt  point, 
cut  and  divide  the  integuments  above  the 
pubes ,  go  through  the  pyramidal  mufcles 
from  top  to  bottom  ;  the  fymphyfes  of  the 
pubes  being  now  expofed,  convey  your  fin¬ 
gers  to  the  cellular  membrane  behind  the 
pubes ,  and  cut  boldly  this  intermediate  car¬ 
tilage  :  Immediately  the  pubes  \yill  feparate 

abov$ 
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above  an  inch,  and  the  foetus,  by  the  force! 
of  nature,  will  come  fafely  into  the  world. 
When  the  power  which  tends  to  feparate 
the  extremities  of  the  pelvis  no  longer  ex** 
ills,  the  pubes  will  reunite.  This  may  be 
done  more  effectually  by  the  application  of 
a  bandage.  The  wound  being  of  a  Ample 
nature,  a  cure  will  be  completed  by  reft* 
without  any  dangerous  lymptoms.  This 
operation  is  preferable  to  the  forceps,  as  that 
inftrument  may  injure  the  head  of  the 
child,  andproduce  inflammation  or  gangrene. 
Mr.  Camper  performed  this  operation  on  a 
y<ke/with  fuccefs.’* 

In  the  fifth  part  Mr.  Sigault  anfwers  the 
objections  made  to  his  doCtrine,  and  fays, 
44  It  will  be  objected,  that  when  the  lym- 
phyfes  is  oflified,  this  operation  cannot  be 
performed ;  but  this  is  a  cafe  which 
feldom  happens.  The  danger  of  wound¬ 
ing  the  neck  of  the  bladder  may  alfo 
be  an  objection ;  but  this  organ  is 
joined  to  the  fymphyfes  only  by  a 
loofe  cellular  membrane,  which  may  be  di« 

D  vided 
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Tided  with  the  finger,  if  the  foetus  has  not 
defcended  below  the  brim  of  the  pelvis  ;  and 
if  it  has,  wounding  the  neck  of  the 
bladder  is  not  an  incurable  cafe,  as  the  an¬ 
cients  fuppofed.  Others  advance,  that  the 
pelvis  cannot  be  fufficiently  enlarged  by  the 
fedfion  of  the  fymphyfes.  But  let  us  coniider, 
that  it  is  compofed  of  different  pieces,  and 
that  the  extent  of  the  aperture  is  an  addi¬ 
tional  increafe  to  the  whole  circumference 
of  it.  Others  fay,  that  the  reunion  cannot 
be  brought  about  ;  but  the  contrary  is. 
proved  by  the  experiments  of  Mr.  Camper * 
And  why  fhould  not  the  cartilages  reunite  ? 
It  is  true,  Mr.  Verdier  fays,  he  has 
feen  two  women  who  became  lame  upon 
a  fimilar  ftate  of  the  pubes  ;  but  doubtlefs 
this  proceeded  from  fome  venereal  infec- 
lion,  or  a  fcorbutic  or  icrophulous  hu¬ 
mour.  According  to  the  oblervations  of 
Mr.  Petit,  Louis ,  andDe  Lafaye ,  this  reunion 
has  been  effected.  Mr.  Morand  de  la  Rou « 
fere  faw  a  young  man  whofe  pubes  had 
been  feparated  while  he  was  fencing 
whence  I  conclude,  &c.P 
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Upon  a  perufal  of  this  Thefts,  I  told 
Mr.  Sigault ,  who  aiked  my  opinion  of  it9 

that  excepting  fome  few  affertions  contrary 

'  ' 

to  the  theory  of  midwifry,  it  was  a  very 
good  one  ;  but  that  nevertheless,  his  propo- 
litions  ought  to  have  engaged  more  atten¬ 
tion,  and  that  one  ought  to  have  had  recourfe 
to  trials  relative  to  this  fubjeCt.  Upon, 
that  he  mentioned  the  oppofition  and  dis¬ 
agreeable  circumftances  he  had  met  with 
concerning  it. 

Mr.  Sigault  told  me,  that  Mr.  Camper 
had  petitioned  government  in  Hol¬ 
land,  to  give  him  up  a  female  conviCt,  in 
order  to  try  the  operation  on  her  ;  but  that 
the  learned  Gaubius,  whofe  opinion  had 
been  taken  on  the  occafion,  determined 
government  to  refufe  his  requefh 

The  following  were  my  reflections  on  this 

■ 

occafion : 

“  Men  always  fear  innovations  where  they 
are  mod  interefted.  Hence  it  is  that  ufeful 
difcoveries  meet  with  considerable  cppofi- 
tions,  while  trifling  ones  are  received  with 

D  z  avidity. 
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avidity.  I  am  not  furprifed,  Sir,  at  the  op¬ 
position  you  have  met  with ;  upon  a 
fubje£t  fo  interefting,  you  can  convince 
only  by  reaSoning  joined  to  demonstration. 
Had  you  afferted  a  more  confiderable  Separa¬ 
tion,  had  you  declared  that  through  the 
worft  formed  pelvis  you  could  convey  a 
head  of  the  largeft  fize,  had  you  explained 
the  nature  of  it,  you  would  have  met 
with  three  kinds  of  people  ;  fame,  who 
will  not  yield  to  the  moft  convincing 
arguments,  being  influenced  by  paffion  ; 
others,  more  indifferent,  would  have  their 
doubts,  becaufe  they  would  not  take  the 
trouble  to  examine  the  matter  ;  and  a  third 
party  would  have  understood  you,  and 
have  become  your  moft  zealous  par- 
tizans  ;  but  they  would  Say,  that  experience 
and  reaSoning  were  againft  you,  for  it  has 
been  demonftrated,  that  the  feparation  of 
an  inch,  as  you  aflert,  is  not  enough,  and 
you  have  not  proved  the  contrary.  You 
fuppofe  that  this  inch  a£ls  upon  the 

whole 
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whole  pelvis,  and  increafes  its  dimenfions  fa 
as  to  let  the  head  pals,  and  you  extend  this 
principle  to  every  kind  of  difproportion. 
As  to  Mr.  Camper ,  I  would  not  have  granted 
his  requeft  any  more  than  the  government 
in  Holland  did.  I  would  have  objefted  to 
him  thus :  If  you  fucceed,  Sir,  you  will 
lead  us  into  an  error,  becaufe  the  fuccefs  you 
meet  with  upon  a  well  formed  pelvis,  will 
not  prove  the  pradtibility  of  fucceeding  upon 
an  ill  formed  one.  You  will  prove  the 
reunion  of  the  parts.  Your  experiments  on 
the  fow  proves  it  fufficiently ;  therefore 
when  I  advifed  my  pupils  to  beg  a  convidt 
in  their  provinces,  reprefent,  faid  I,  to  the 
Judges,  that  the  reunion  is  almoft  cer¬ 
tain  ;  but  inform  them  that  it  is  of  the 
higheft  importance  to  afcertain  whether 
a  reparation  of  two  inches  and  a  half 
may  be  obtained,  by  which  means,  even 
through  an  ill- formed  pelvis^  a  very  large 
head  may  be  conveyed.  Furthermore  ad- 

D  3  v  vance, 
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vance,  that  all  perfons  of  fenfe  and  expe¬ 
rience  agree  as  to  the  fafety  of  the  opera¬ 
tion  ;  but  that  it  is  neceflary  to  be  allured 
whether  the  feparation,  in  cafe  of  an 
ill-formed  pelvis ,  may  not  he  attended 

with  fome  unforefeen  accidents.” 

/  w 

On  the  27th  of  September ,  1777,  about 
two  months  after  this  conference,  when 
we  were  at  a  meeting  of  the  faculty, 
Mr.  Slgault  took  me  afide,  and  told  me  “  that 
he  was  fhortly  to  deliver  the  wife  of 
Mr.  Souchoty  whofe  labours  had  always  been 
very  bad,  on  account  of  her  deformity,  and 
fhort  ftature,  which  was  only  three  feet 
eight  inches  high. 

46  At  her  firft  labour,  in  the  year  1769,  I 
could  not  poffibly  myfelf  fucceed  in  ex- 
trading  the  head,  but  begged  the  affiftance 
of  Mr.  Piet ;  and  after  trying  alternately  to 
the  utmoft  of  our  power,  the  head  came 
lengthened  through  the  pelvis  to  an  afto- 
nifhing  degree. 

In  May  1771,!  was  font  for  to  deliver  her 


a 


(  4i  ) 

/ 

a  fecond  time.  I  called  in  fucceffively  Meftrs. 
* Thevenot  and  Coutouli ,  two  gentlemen  of  ex¬ 
perience  and  (kill.  We  were  obliged 
to  extract  the  head  with  the  crotchet* 
She  was  delivered  by  the  fame  means 
in  a  third  labour,  though  the  head  of 
the  child  was  much  fmaller,  being  only  in 
the  eighth  month  of  pregnancy.  Since 
that  time  {he  has  been  afflidled  with  a 
prolapfus  vaginae . 

46  On  Eafter-day,  177 5,  I  was  called  in 
a  fourth  time,  and  got  a  number  of  Accou¬ 
cheurs  and  celebrated  phyficians  to  attend 
with  me.  About  Six  o’clock  we  feverally 
began  to  ufe  our  utmofl:  power  to  relieve 
her,  but  could  not  for  two  hours,  when  at 
length  we  extracted  the  head  by  the  fame 
manoeuvre  as  before.  It  was  then  unani- 
moufiy  agreed,  that  this  woman  could  ne¬ 
ver  be  delivered  of  a  living  child,  except 
by  the  Ctefarian  operation.  I  then  pro- 
pofed  a  feel  ion  of  the  pubes ,  which  was  re- 

D  4  je&ed. 
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je&ech  Do  you  think,  fays  Mr.  Slgault ,  it 
may  fucceed  ?  if  you  think  it  may,  will 
you  favour  me  with  your  affiftance  and 
advice  ?  which  I  readily  alfented  to,  but 
not  without  fome  caution.” 


PART 
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PART  II. 


T  T O WEVER  certain  the  fuccefs  of  the 
A  A  fe&ion  of  the  fymphyfes  of  the 
pubes  appeared  to  me,  my  hopes  were 
attended  with  fome  fears,  but  reafoning 
quickly  removed  them,  and  feelings  which 
warmed  my  heart,  made  me  enjoy,  by  anti¬ 
cipation,  the  grateful  acknowledgments  of 
thofe  whofe  exiftence  I  was  likely  to  pre- 
ferve  by  this  means* 

I  was  impatient  to  communicate  my 
thoughts  to  Mr.  Sigault ,  as  we  were  equally 
engaged  in  the  fame  laudable  undertaking.  In 
the  mean  time,  that  no  reproaches  might  be 
made  on  me,  or  rather  that  I  might  have 
nothing  to  reproach  myfelf  with,  I  con¬ 


sulted  fome  wife  and  experienced  friends, 
rather  with  regard  to  the  propriety  of  my 

conduft8 
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conduit,  than  the  nature  of  the  operation* 
At  length,  on  the  30th  of  September , 
Mrs.  Souchot  was  taken  in  labour,  and  fent 
about  Five  o’clock  in  the  evening  for 
Mr.  Sigault ,  who  came  about  Seven,  and  re¬ 
turned  at  Ten.  About  One  o’clock  in  the 
morning  he  called  me  up,  and  informed  me 
that  the  child  prefented  by  the  feet,  and  that 
the  mother  was  willing  to  fubmit  to  the 
operation.  I  encouraged  him  in  the  under¬ 
taking,  and  we  haftened  to  our  patient  with 
the  pleafing  hope  of  relieving  her.  When 
we  arrived  at  Mrs.  Souchof  s,  I  made  my  re¬ 
marks  on  her  deformity,  and  was  much 
encouraged  by  her  Teeming  refolution.  As 
her  pains  were  neither  ftrong  nor  quick,  I 
allied  feveral  queftions,  in  order  to  difcover 
the  bad  formation  of  her  body,  and  flie  gave 
this  hiftory  of  herfelf,  viz.  66  She  was  thirty- 
eight  years  of  age,  born  of  healthy  parents ; 
her  father,  a  mulic-mafter,  was  iixty-four 
years  old  ;  her  mother  thirty-eight  when 
flie  was  born.  It  was  her  misfortune  to  be 
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placed  under  the  care  of  a  bad  nurfe,  where 
(he  had  the  fmail-pox  at  eight  months ;  at 
the  twentieth  month  her  dentition  was  at¬ 
tended  with  violent  purging  and  convulfions; 
her  limbs  became  diftorted,  fo  that  die  could 
not  walk  till  die  was  eight  years  old,  not 

l 

even  then  without  crutches,  which  ffe 
was  obliged  to  ufe  until  the  period  of  her 
menfes.  She  was  married  in  her  twenty* 
ninth  year,  and  had  had  four  painful  la¬ 
bours*  Mr.  Sigaultj  Sir,  (added  die)  has 
always  attended  me,  but  I  now  commit  my- 
felf  to  your  united  cared5 

I  declared  to  her  how  deeply  I  felt  for 
her  fituation,  and  next  endeavoured  to  pro¬ 
cure  a  juft  knowledge  of  the  podtion  of  the 
fetus,  and  the  dimenfions  of  the  pelvis »  I 
obferved  that  the  child  prelented  by  its  feet, 
that  the  orifice  of  the  uterus  was  very  much 
dilated,  and  that  the  diameter,  from  the 
anterior  to  the  pofterior  part  of  the  pelvis , 
did  not  exceed  two  inches  and  a  half*  I 

told 


told  Mr.  Sigault ,  that  as  the  diameter  of  a 
child’s  head  at  its  birth  is  ufually  at  leall: 
three  inches  and  a  quarter,  it  would  be 
Impoffible  for  it  to  be  delivered  at  an  aper¬ 
ture  of  only  two  inches  and  a  half ;  that 
confequently  file  muft  fubmit  to  the  Ca fa¬ 
r/an  operation,  or  that  which  we  intended 
to  fubftitute  for  it,  to  which  laft  fhe 
confented. 

Every  thing  being  got  ready,  we  folded 
the  mattrafs  three  times,  and  placed  her  on 
it.  We  began  by  feeling  for  the  middle 
part  of  the  cartilage  of  the  fymphyfes, 
which  we  readily  difcovered  by  the  finger. 
I  advifed  Mr.  Sigault  to  begin  the  feftion  of 
the  fuperior  part  of  the  fymphyfes,  but  not 
above  the  pyramidal  mufcles,  and  to  do  it 
by  two  incifions.  Firft,  to  divide  the  inte¬ 
guments  as  far  as  the  middle  of  the  pubes , 
while  I  held  the  lower  part  downwards, 
and  then  to  begin  the  feflion  of  the  carti¬ 
lage.  Secondly,  to  finifh  the  incifion  of 
the  integuments,  without  any  fear  of 

haemorrhage 


haemorrhage  ©bftru&ing  him  in  the 
fedtion  of  the  cartilage.  Mr.  Sigautt  had 
nothing  but  a  common  biftory  to  perform 
this  operation  with.  The  thighs  being 
opened  and  raifed,  he  performed  it  in  the 
manner  mentioned.  The  moment  the  re¬ 
paration  was  completed,  the  pubes  parted* 
as  if  the  firing  of  a  bow  had  been  divided* 
and  receded  to  each  fide  under  the  integu¬ 
ments.  I  immediately  began  to  extraft 
the  child  after  Mr.  Sigault  had  broke  the 
membrane,  and  brought  the  feet  as  far  as 
the  os  externum.  I  firfi  made  myfelf  fure 
of  the  extent  of  the  feparation  which  we 
had  gained  by  the  feftion,  in  order  to 

.  v  • 

judge  of  a  proper  method  to  extract  the 
head.  I  laid  my  four  knuckles  in  the  Ipace 
procured  by  the  fedtion,  which  meafured 
two  inches  and  a  half,  an  extent  fomewhat 
more  than  that  which  I  had  gained  upon 
the  body  of  Mrs.  Brajfeur ,  which  gave  me 
pleafure.  The  child’s  heels  were  turned  to 

the 
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the  right  fide,  and  I  extracted  the  body  by 
gentle  efforts,  which  I  dire&ed  towards  the 
lateral  parts  entirely,  and  not  to  the  fpine. 
I  diiengaged  the  left  arm,  and  then  the 
right,  the  head  being  ftill  above  the  brim 
of  the  pelvis ,  I  applied  my  hand  to  the 
face,  which  correfponded  with  the  fymphy- 
fes  of  the  left  ilium  ;  I  opened  her  thighs 
as  far  as  I  could,  and  fixed  the  largeft  por¬ 
tion  of  the  right  parietal  in  the  feparation. 
The  integuments  proje&ed  ;  I  made  the  left 
parietal  anfwer  to  the  right  lateral  fide  of 
the  hollow  of  the  facrum  ;  afterwards,  upon 
railing  the  body  of  the  child,  I  drew  out  the 
left  lateral  fide  of  the  head,  while  at  the 
fame  time,  with  the  right  hand  applied 
to  the  nafal  folia,  I  brought  the  chin  down¬ 
wards.  By  thefe  united  efforts  I  overcame 
the  meateft  refiftance  at  the  brim  of  the 

o 

pelvis.  When  it  had  now  gained  the  hol¬ 
low  of  the  facrum,  I  brought  the  occiput 
between  the  feparation,  and  difengaged  the 
chin  at  the  inferior  part  of  the  os  exter- 


num, 
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num,  by  railing  the  child’s  body ;  the  reft 
of  the  body  followed  prefently,  and  the  pa¬ 
tient  was  delivered,  to  her  great  joy,  of  a 
living  fon.  The  thighs  being  lowered, 
the  reparation  appeared  not  to  exceed  eight 
lines.  I  immediately  extracted  the  pla¬ 
centa,  becaufe  the  uterus  began  to  contract 
itfelf  exceedingly. 

During  this  operation,  which  was  neither 
very  painful  nor  tedious,  the  woman  loft  very 
little  blood,  and  the  hufband  being  called 
in,  could  fcarce  give  credit  to  fo  fortunate 
and  fpeedy  a  delivery.  We  applied  fbme 
lint  to  the  wound,  and  removed  the  patient 
on  the  mattrafs,  in  order  to  make  her  bed* 
Upon  the  leaft  opening  of  her  thighs  {he 
felt  very  acute  pains  in  the  left  pofterior 
fide  of  the  loins  and  pelvis.  We  applied  a 
napkin,  by  way  of  bandage,  to  keep  the 
pelvis  in  a  juft  pofition,  to  which  we 
fattened  two  ribbands  behind,  one  on  the 
right,  the  other  on  the  left,  and  brought 
them  under  the  thighs,  in  order  to  tie  them 

'*  *  i  * 
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before.  When  put  to  bed,  we  found  her 
pulfe  was  not  affe&ed,  and  enraptured  at 
becoming  a  mother,  fhe  requefted  us  to  give 
her  the  child,  in  order  to  fuckle  it. 

We  ftaid  with  her  above  two  hours,  and 
finding  no  appearance  of  danger,  we  parted, 
promifmg  to  meet  again  at  Twelve  o’clock. 

Thus  ended  an  operation  heretofore  un¬ 
attempted,  and  at  all  times  condemned  and 
oppofed.  The  care  and  management  of  the 
wound  next  became  the  objedt  of  our  at¬ 
tention,  which  I  considered  of  a  very  im¬ 
portant  nature,  as  I  might  meet  with  un- 
forefeen  difficulties,  a  detail  of  which  fhall 
make  the  conclufion  of  this  part  of  my 
narrative. 

At  the  appointed  hour  we  took  off  part 
,of  the  dreffing  ;  finding,  with  pleafure,  that 
there  had  been  no  haemorrhage,  as  the 
bed  appeared  very  wet,  I  alked  her  if  ffie 
had  felt  any  difcharge  of  urine,  or  if  it 
had  palTed  involuntarily  ?  She  replied, 
that  ffie  had  made  water  twice  voluntarily, 

but 
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but  in  fmall  quantities.  We  agreed  to 
make  a  report  to  the  medical  faculty  of 
what  had  palled,  to  requeft  they  would  inte- 
reft  themfelves  in  this  operation,  by  fending 
commiffioners  to  afcertain  the  fadt,  and  at¬ 
tend  to  the  treatment  of  the  cafe.  It  was 
their  monthly  meeting  that  evening,  and 
being  arrived  before  Mr.  Sigault ,  I  made 
this  operation  the  fnbjedt  of  my  difcourfe 
among  the  members,  explaining  to  them 
the  particulars  of  our  proceedings.  The  fa- 
culty,  at  my  rbqueft,  appointed  Meflrs. 

Grandelas  and  Ddfcemet ,  two  of  their  mem- 

.  ■*  '  <■ 

bers,  and  gentlemen  much  refpedted  for 
their  Ikill  and  experience.  Mr.  Sigault 
now  arrived,  and  read  a  paper  to  the  aliem- 

•  •V  *  > 

bly,  exadtly  to  the  fame  purport  as  what  I 

■« 

had  mentioned. 

We  afterwards  went  to  fee  our  patient, 
and  found  Ihe  had  no  fever,  but  only 

M  ,  i  ■  „  ■  ... 

fome  pains  in  the  left  facro  iliac  region,  and 
contiguous  parts.  She  requefted  us  to 

E  ftackeu 
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flacken  the  bandage  a-  little,  which 
we  did. 

The  next  morning,  being  the  third  day 
from  her  delivery,  the  commiffioners  paid 
Mrs.  Souchot  a  fecond  vifit,  when  £he  had  no 
fever,  although  fhe  had  been  difturbed  all 
night  by  the  child.  Mr.  Sigault  being  in- 
difpofed,  the  treatment  of  the  cafe  was  left 
to  me.  I  took  off  the  dreffing,  which  gave 
the  commiffioners  an  opportunity  of  feeing 
the  reality  of  the  fedtion.  The  feparatlon 
now  appearing  to  be  about  fix  lines,  I  ob- 
ferved  to  them,  that  by  taking  off  the  ban- 
dage  it  became  larger,  and  {till  more  fo 
upon  opening  the  thighs,  and  that  the  pa¬ 
tient  then  felt  very  acute  pains  in  the  loins, 
in  the  left  facro  iliac  region,  and  in  the  co¬ 
tyloid  cavity  of  the  fame  fide.  The  bed 
was  quite  wet  with  urine,  which  fhe  had 
voided  only  once,  and  that  in  a  fmall  quanti¬ 
ty.  She  was  removed  to  another  bed,  in  order 

V  .  . 

to  be  dry,  which  gave  her  great  pain.  As  this 
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was  the  cafe  from  the  (lightefb  motion,  fe¬ 
deral  applications  were  propofed,  and  we 
fixed  upon  the  following,  viz*  the  white  of 
an  egg  beat  up  with  brandy*  I  feared  left 
fome  of  the  lymphatic  veftels  had  been  in¬ 
jured,  and  confidering  the  parts  upon  which 
we  had  operated  were  fomewhat  of  the  fame 
nature  with  the  joints,  I  deemed  this  appli¬ 
cation  a  very  proper  one.  A  ftri£t  diet  was 
ordered.  Towards  night  the  patient  com- 
.  plained  of  great  pain  near  the  nipples,  but 
file  had  no  fever* 

On  the  fourth  day  we  were  indifcreet 
enough  to  fay  in  her  hearing,  that  the  re¬ 
union  took  place  in  the  animal  under  the 
care  of  Mr.  Camper ,  without  the  help  of  a 
bandage.  She  therefore  defired  to  have 
her’s  taken  off  She  would  hearken  to  no 
reafon,  and  in  fpite  of  us  we  were  obliged  to 
remove  it.  As  fire  feldom  gave  the  child 

i 

the  breaft,  and  could  not  luckle  with 
the  left,  but  with  greater  pain  than  the 

E  2  right. 
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right,  we  tifed  a  glafs  pipe  to  draw  oft  tftb 
milk.  She  had  a  flight  degree  of  fever 
this  evening. 

On  the  fifth  morning  fhe  had  a  little  fe¬ 
ver,  which  might  be  the  more  on 
account  of  her  uneafy  and  difagreeable  fitu- 
ation  in  bed,  being  unable  to  be  moved, 
much  reflrained  in  diet,  and  alfo  particu¬ 
larly  defined  to  lay  on  her  fide. 

On  the  fixth  fhe  had  yet  no  ftooL  I 
now  thought  it  proper  to  procure  one,  and 
ordered  a  clyfter,  which  did  not  bring  away 
any  faeces.  The  union  became  now  very 
vifible  in  the  fymphyfes  ;  the  wound  was 
very  fmall,  owing  to  the  approximation 
of  the  integuments.  It  was  propofed  to 
change  the  dreffings,  and  apply  a  fmall 
pledget  of  the  balfam  of  arcseus.  She  now 
felt  but  little  pain,  the  difcharge  was 
fmall,  ’and  every  thing  promifed  a 
fpeedy  cure;  but  after  our  departure,  fhe 
eat  fomething,  and  in  too  great  a  quan¬ 
tity 


i 


/' 


(  55  ) 


tlty  ;  for  Mr.  Defejfartz ,  dean  of  the  faculty, 

'  4 

who  called  to  fee  her  an  hour  after  the 
dreffing,  found  her  fhivering,  and  her  pulfe 
altered,  together  with  difficulty  of  breath¬ 
ing.  At  our  evening  vifit  we  found  that 
all  thofe  accidents  had  difappeared.  But  a 
fecond  excefs  in  the  article  of  eating, 
joined  to  fome  domeftic  troubles,  during 
that  night,  brought  on  bad  fymptoms  again. 

On  the  feventh  many  physicians  and  bur¬ 
geons  who  vifited  with  us,  were  witneffes 
of  her  having  much  fever,  attended  with 
languor.  She  had  alfo  at  this  time  a  conffi 
derable  difcharge  of  lochia,  with  acute 
pains,  and  the  pledget  of  the  half,  arcreus 
was  covered  with  a  black  difcharge  when 
taken  off ;  wherefore  we  had  recourfe  to  a 
defenfative  compound  of  aromatic  brandy, 
called  red  water,  mixed  with  the  white  of 
an  egg.  By  obferving  a  ftrifl  diet  fhe 
found  herfelf  better,  and  at  night  we  were 

E  3  informed 
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informed  fhe  had  a  copious  {tool,  and  mact® 
water  twice  in  the  afternoon. 

On  the  eighth,  confidering  the  difcharges, 
which  this  day  had  been  profufe,  I  alked 
her  if  while  {he  fuckled  there  was  not 
vifibly  a  greater  quantity  ?  She  replied 
in  the  affirmative ;  and  to  make  my- 
felf  fure  of  it,  I  applied  my  hand  to  the  os  ex-* 
ternum  while  fhe  fuckled,  and  felt  a  confi- 
derable  quantity  come  from  her.  We  there¬ 
fore  advifed  the  application  of  a  bandage. 
During  that  day  ffie  made  water  twice,  and 
had  two  large  bilious  {tools.  Many  of  our 
aflociates  attended  the  dreffing  of  the  pa¬ 
tient  every  day  ;  among  others  Meffieurs 
JJSurkr ,  Viccf^  and  Champfereu*  Mr.. 
Dejlremeauz ,  fon  in  law  to  Mr.  Levret ,  came 
wich  them,  and  feemed  to  intereft  him- 
felf  much  in  the  fuccefs  of  the  operation. 
He  advifed  us  to  take  care  that  the  patient 
committed  no  excefs  through  the  advice  of 

thofe 
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thofe  about  her ;  and  told  us,  in  pre¬ 
fence  of  Mr,  Vicq  and  many  others,  that: 
Mr.  Levrei  had  computed  the  diameter  of 
her  pelvis,  from  the  anterior  to  the  pofte- 
rior  part,  to  be  about  two  inches  and  a  half. 

I  fhewed  Mr.  Pellet  an ,  in  prefence  of 
the  commiffioners,  the  pledget,  covered 
with  the  fuppuration  produced  by  the 
wound.  My  intention  was  to  prove  that 
the  difcharge  did  not,  as  he  had  given  out, 
proceed  from  a  fuppuration  of  the  cellu¬ 
lar  membrane. 

Mr.  Goubelly  affifted  this  day  at  the  drefs- 
ing.  He  looked  at  the  child,  which  did 
not  thrive,  on  account  of  the  irregularity 
with  which  he  had  been  fuckled.  I  per¬ 
ceived  he  was  meafuring  the  circumfe¬ 
rence  of  the  child’s  head.  In  the  evening 
I  found  the  patient  had  paffed  the  day 
very  well ;  fhe  was  aileep  when  I  arrived, 
and  I  would  not  fuffer  her  to  be  waked. 

E  4  On 
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On  the  tenth  fhe  had  fymptoms  of  gene* 
ral  weaknefs,  and  her  fpirits  were  low  ; 
the  difcharge  had  been,  and  continued  very 
copious  :  She  wept  and  told  me,  with  much 
uneafinefs,  that  fhe  faw  many  Grangers  at? 
tend  at  the  drefiings  ;  her  pulfe,  which  was 
very  irregular  when  I  came  in,  became  very 
quick,  which  convinced  me  that  her  fpi- 

V  £  * 

rits  were  hurried.  I  endeavoured  to  confcle 
her,  and  gave  her  fome  hopes  of  getting 
her  diftreffes  alleviated,  which  hopes  were 
not  fruftrated.  I  difcov^ered  at  night  that 

.  •  *  1  ^  i  -  V 

Hie  had  eat,  during  the  day,  a  great  deal  of 
meat,  aiid  drank  a  few  glafles  of  wine  \ 
hence  her  pulfe  was  feverifh  and  quick. 

4 

her.  (kin  dry,  and  (he  had  no  difcharge. 

On  the  eleventh  the  wound  had  a  good 
afpect,  but  the  evacuations  had  been  fo  great, 
that  they  had  penetrated  through  the  bed-, 

t 

and  were  received  into  a  bafon,  which  had 
been  indifcreetly  emptied  before  we  arrived. 
In  order  to  obviate  this  inconvenience,  the 

bed. 
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bed  was  covered  with  a  great  deal  of  tow^ 
and  orders  were  given  to  change  frequently 
that  which  was  near  the  wound.  I 
went  to  Mr.  Defejfartz ,  dean  of  our  faculty, 
in  order  to  acquaint  him  with  my  une^fi- 

i 

nefs  upon  this  occafion.  1  begged  his  ad- 

\  / 

vice  and  affiftance  in  remedying;  this  alarm- 
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ing  cafe.  He  was  quite  of  my  opinion, 
that  to  flop  this  difcharge,  it  wW  firft 
neceffary  to  determine  its  nature,  which 
could  not  be  done  better  than  by  ana- 
lying  it. 

The  child  became  very  weak,  from  a 
want  of  proper  treatment.  Mr.  Sigault  or¬ 
dered  a  panada  inftead  of  milk,  which  the 
mother  could  not  fupply  it  with  ip  fuffi- 
cient  quantity,  or  regularly. 

On  the  twelfth  I  was  forty  to  hear  that 
Mr.  Sigault  could  hot  attend,  on  account  of 
a  fit  of  illnefs.  The  whole  weight  of  the 
cure  fell  upon  me,  and  only  contributed  tp 
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redouble  my  zeaL  The  difcharge  and  pains 
were  now  fomewhat  abated,  and  I  thought 
the  wound,  which  had  a  fpongy  af- 
pe£t,  and,  infiead  of  joining,  formed  a  hare 
lip,  would  do  better  with  a  few  drops  of  the 
balfam  of  red jloraventi ,  in  order  to  ftimu- 
late  the  edges  of  it.  I  obferved  that  the 
extremities  of  the  divided  pukes  were  dwelled, 
tiiat  the  left  was  more  fo,  and  projected  be¬ 
yond  the  right.  Mr.  Default ,  a  celebrated 
profeffor  of  anatomy,  who  happened  to  af- 
fifl  at  the  dreffing  to-day,  told  me  he 
had  performed  a  fucceffion  of  experiments 
relative  to  this  operation  that  after  cutting 
the  pubes  of  feveral  dogs,  he  had  only 
gained  a  very  trifling  feparation,  but  that 
the  reunion  of  the  parts,  was  always  effected, 
though  with  forne  difference,  which  de- 
-  pended  on  the  manner  of  performing  the 
feftion  ;  fo  that  if  he  had  made  his  incifion 
and  wounded  the  bone  on  either  fide,  a 
,  '  fhooting 


(  ) 

fhooting  of  callus  was  produced  on  that 
part ;  but  when  the  incifion  touched  the 
cartilage  only,  it  united  without  fhooting 
out ;  that  he  faw  no  difcharge  in  his  expe¬ 
rimental  operations,  like  that  attending  this 
of  Mrs.  Souchot.  He  informed  me  that 
the  particulars  of  thefe  cafes,  which  feemed 
to  be  of  a  very  interefting  nature,  had  been 
treated  of  in  a  Thefis,  which  one  of  his 
pupils,  a  Dutchman,  had  maintained  in  a 
foreign  univerfity* 

I  could  with  here  to  teftify  to  this  fkilful 
profefi'or,  how  much  I  was  pleafed  with  his. 
readinefs  to  concur  in  fo  important  an 
operation. 

On  the  thirteenth  the  child  had  fucked  but 
feldom,  neverthelefs,  the  mother’s  breads 
were  flacid,  the  milk  appeared  curdled,  and 
the  discharges  were  very  great.  It  appeared 
to  me,  that  the  chief  portion  of  the  ferous 
humour,  tended  towards  the  inferior  parts 

of 
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of  the  mother,  whereupon  I  propofed  taking 
J:he  child  from  her,  and  ordered  her  the 
bark,  with  laxatives.  Several  of  the  faculty 
who  were  prefen  t,  were  not  of  this  opinion ; 
they  thought  proper  to  adminifter  a  clyfler 
of  emollient  herbs,  which  produced,  during 
the  courfe  of  the  day,  two  very  copious 
ftools,  full  of  yellow  matter, 

On  the  fourteenth  fhe  had  fo  much 
relief  from  thefe  evacuations,  that  fhe 
turned  feveral  times  in  her  bed  ;  the 
fynaphyfis  was  fo  fenlibly  clofed,  that 
I  thought  it  really  united.  The  pa¬ 
tient  removed  herfelf  from  one  bed 
to  another,  fupporting  herfelf  on  her  el¬ 
bows  and  heels. 

From  the  fifteenth  to  the  nineteenth  the 
patient  grew  daily  better,  the  difcharge 
|effened,  her  pains  fometimes  quite  left  her, 
or  were  at  lead:  very  flight.  We  now  no 
longer  applied  to  the  wound  any  thing  but 

,  -  drv 
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dry  lint  and  flicking  plafter.  She  now 
made  great  quantities  of  urine.  I  every  day 
blamed  her  for  irregularity  in  diet,  and 
obferved  that  her  child  was  very  ill,  and 
in  great  danger,  if  it  had  not  a  wet  nurf® 
immediately. 

On  the  nineteenth  her  pains  returned, with 
a  great  difcharge.  I  again  enjoined  d  Arid: 
diet,  and  advifed  the  application  of  a  bottle 
of  hot  water  to  the  facrum,  which  during 
that  night  was  productive  of  great  eafe. 

On  the  twentieth,  all  complaints  being 
abated,  I  requefted  her  ftiii  to  be  careful  iti 
her  diet,  but  at  night,  the  difcharge  being 
fuppreffed,  and  the  pulfe  feverifh,  made  me 
fufped  fhe  had  not  obeyed  my  orders. 
She  repeatedly  declared  how  hungry  fhe 
was,  when  I  told  her,  that  if  in  herprefent 
fituation  file  would  be  fo  rafii  as  to  eat  flip¬ 
per,  it  would  be  of  dangerous  epnfequence 
to  her ;  but  1  no  fooner  left  her  than,  in 
fpite  of  my  advice,  file  eat  two  fre-fii  eggs, 

and 
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and  drank  a  great  deal  of  wine  and 
water. 

On  the  twenty-firft  the  indigeftion,  occa- 
honed  by  her  imprudence,  was  attended 
with  fuch  bad  effects,  I  thought  fhe 
would  have  died.  She  now  had  fever  with 
pains,  and  a  difcharge  fo  copious,  that  we 
were  obliged  to  put  a  bafon  under  the  bed 
to  receive  it#  This  was  the  fir  ft  time  I  had 
the  opportunity  of  collecting  enough  of  this 
difcharge  to  try  experiments  upon* 

I  applied  to  Mr.  Buquety  our  fellow  mem¬ 
ber,  a  gentleman  very  well  (killed  in 
chemiftry  and  phyfic,  and  extremely  zea¬ 
lous  for  the  improvement  of  thefe  fciences* 
Although  he  was  ill,  he  took  all  poffible 
pains  to  determine  the  nature  of  this  dif~ 
charge,  and  favoured  me  with  the  follow¬ 
ing  analyfis  of  it. 

This  humour  was  fomewhat  putrified 
and  coloured,  becaufe  it  palled  through  the 
mattrafs,  which  for  feme  days  had  been 
imbibed  by  it.  It  had  a  fmell  very  unlike 

that 
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that  of  mine*  It  could  not  be  coagulated 
either  by  fire  or  ipirits  of  wine9  nor  even  by 
the  mineral  acids,  which  raifed  a  quick  ef- 
fervefcence  with  it*  By  means  of  vitriolic 
acid  a  flight  urinary  precipitate  was  obtain¬ 
ed,  and  by  evaporation  a  little  brownifh  fedi- 

/ 

ment  almoft  diflbluble  in  fpL  vin.  This 

#■ 

dried  fediment  had  plainly  the  taffce  of  lea 
fait,  and  the  vitriolic  acid,  when  poured  on 
it,  raifed  a  quantity  of  vapour  of  {pint  of 
fait*  By  thefe  experiments  it  appeared,  that 
this  matter  was  nothing  more  than  urine, 
with  fome  degree  of  crudity* 

On  the  twenty-fecond  the  difcharge 
continued  very  copious,  the  patient  became 
weak,  and  feemed  to  have  caught  cold* 

On  the  twenty-third  the  urine,  which, 
had  been  for  two  days  pad  fuppreffed,  no 
doubt  from  the  copious  difcharges,  returned, 
and  the  fever  abated*  For  two  days  pafl  the 
child,  owing  to  the  extreme  weaknefs  of  the 
mother,  had  not  had  the  bread,  but  was  now 

put 
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put  to  It  again.  I  heard,  with  much  uneafi- 
nefs,  that  people  attributed  the  dangerous 
fituation  of  this  poor  woman  to  me  ;  where¬ 
upon  I  publicly  declared  my  opinion  con¬ 
cerning  the  neceffity  of  getting  a  wet  nurfe 
for  the  child,  and  prefcribing  purgatives, 
laxatives,  clyfters,  and  the  hark  for  the 
mother. 

*  i  ♦  ~ 

Strict  diet,  which  the  patient  ob~ 
ferved  for  two  days,  abated  her  complaint, 
and  on  the  twenty-fourth  fhe  had  four 
bilious  evacuations*  procured  by  two 
clyfters. 

On  the  twenty-fifth  fhe  was  fo  much 
*  ,  ' 
better,  that  we  had  hopes  of  her  foon  get¬ 
ting  well. 

On  the  twenty-fixth  family  troubles 
renewed  the  old  complaints  ;  fhe  feemed  to 

t  V 

have  got  a  freih  cold,  but  I  judged  otherwife 
of  it,  and  thought  that  fhe  was  only  in  a 
fiate  of  cacochymy  from  weaknefs.  Her 
extremities  were  cold,  and  fhe  frequently 

had 


(  6;  ) 

/ 

had  a  difficulty  of  breathing,  which  termi¬ 
nated  with  a  fhivering  fit.  Her  belly  was 
foft,  but  fwelled.  Her  drink  was  ptifan, 
made  with  barley,  raifins,  and  dates.  In 
the  evening  ffie  had  fever ;  the  difcharges 
were  flopped,  and  did  not  return  till  about 
Three  o’clock  in  the  morning,  when  the 
fever  began  to  abate. 

At  this  time,  the  27th,  being  certain  the 
pubes  was  united,  I  was  defirous  to  examine 
what  ftate  the  parts  were  in.  I  perceived  that 
the  incifion  had  been  made  more  on  the  left 
than  right  fide  of  the  fymphyfes,  and  that 
the  left  crus  of  the  clytoris,  and  the  meatus 
urinarius  had  been  divided.  Upon  preflure 
file  made  water  freely,  from  which  I  ima¬ 
gined  the  extremity  of  the  dude  only  had 
been  cut,  without  any  injury  to  the  neck  of 
the  bladder. 

On  the  twenty -eighth  the  difcharges  de« 
£reafed,  as  well  as  her  cough  and  pains.  In 

F  my 
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my  way  home  I  met  two  of  my  colleagues, 
Meffrs.  Nolan  and  Memtabour,  who  were 
going,  to  fee  her.  When  I  returned  with, 
them,  we  were  furprifed  to  find  her  eat¬ 
ing  endive,  although  I  had.  recommended 
abftinence.. 

On  the  twenty-ninth  I  defired  the  might 
take  eighteen  grains  of  fait  of  bark,'*  at 
three  dofes,  and  a  clyfter,  made  with  milk,,, 
and  brown  fugar  ;  in  confequence  of  which, 
the  had  feveral  copious  evacuations  her 
pains  left  her,  and  the  difeharges  abated*. 

This  treatment  being  repeatedly  ufed, 
the.  patient’s  health  was  viiibly  eftabliihed,, 
but  there  was  another  difficulty  to  over¬ 
come,  viz,  to  take  the  child,  from  the 
mother* 

On  the  thirty-fourth  the  milky  ab fee fe 
broke,  and  from  that  time  the  patient  re¬ 
covered  her  ftrength  and  fpirits^ 

The 

*  Salt  of  Bark  is  an  opening  Preparation  of  Bark.—**  Vide 
Lemery,  page  627.  Paris?  1756, 
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The  thirty-fifth  we  gave  her  two  ounces 
of  manna  in  a  decoftion  of  fumitory,  which 
made  her  vomit  a  great  quantity  of  very 
yellow  bile,  and  procured  her  four  co- 
pious  ftools. 

At  length,  on  the  thirty-ninth,  our  pa¬ 
tient  confented  to  put  the  child  to  nurfe. 
It  recovered,  and  fhe  got  ftrength 
daily,  fo  much,  that  fhe  was  impatient  to 
get  up,  which  we  thought  imprudent,  till 
(he  had  a  proper  bandage  made  and  applied. 
We  accordingly  had  one  made  by  Mr. 
jT renel,  a  furgeon,  and  very  fkilful  in 
that  art. 

Mr.  Slgault  was  ftill  confined  at  home 
by  a  very  fevere  fit  of  illnefs.  We  agreed 

not  to  let  our  patient  get  up  before  he  faw 

» 

her,  therefore  waited  till  he  could  come, 
which  was  on  the  forty-fixth  day  from  the 
operation,  when  Mr.  'Trenel  prefenteduswith 

a  bandage,  which  perfectly  aipfwered  our 

* 

F  2  Intention. 


intention.  It  embraced  the  facrum,  and 
was  brought  round  to  be  fattened  before. 
As  loon  as  It  was  applied  die  walked 
acrofs  the  room  without  feeling  any  pain 
or  motion  in  the  place  of  the  operation. 
From  that  time  die  continued  to  get  up 
every  day,  and  to  gain  ftrength.  Being  im¬ 
patient  under  every  kind  of  reftraint,  die 
pretended  the  bandage  hurt  her,  in  hopes 

*'  *  f 

we  might  give  her  leave  to  throw  it  off. 

On  the  dxtieth  day  from  the  operation, 
die  walked  down  flairs,  in  order  to  go  into 
a*  coach  ta  the*  College  of  Phydcians, 
and  return  thanks  for  favours  received 
frcm  the  greateft  part  of  that  refpecdable 
bo  dy. 

^  cc  She  attended  the  flairs,  and  entered 
the  aflembly-room,  leaning  on  her  hufoand’s 
arm  ;  being  left  to  herfelf,  die  flood  firmly 
for  feveral  minutes  :  The  Dean  ordering 
her  to:  fit  down,  afked  if  Ale  enjoyed 

C 
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*  Quotation  from  the  Regifer  of  the  Faculty .. 
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good  health  ?  if  file  had  a  good  appetite, 
and  digefted  well  ?  if  fhe  fiept  well  and  un- 
difturbed  }  if  fhe  felt  any  pain  in  the  parts 

•v 

where  the  operation  had  been  performed  ? 
if  fhe  had,  like  other  women,  the  power 
of  retaining:  her  urine,  fo  as  to  make  water 
at  her  own  will  ?  To  each  of  thefe  queftions 
(lie  replied,  with  an  audible  voice,  that  fhe 
had  a  very  good  appetite  and  digeftion, 
and  performed  all  her  functions  freely 
and  regularly  ;  that  her  fleep  was 
found,  and  that  fhe  gradually  gained  ftrength. 
She  perceived  that  fhe  walked  up  and  down 
flairs  every  day  with  greater  eafe  ;  /fhe 

r  '  » 

felt  no  pain  or  uneafinefs  in  the  parts  ope¬ 
rated  upon  ;  retained  her  urine  while  fhe 
fat  down,  unlefs  it  happened  there  was  a 
great  quantity  to  come  away,  and  that  it 
never  came  from  her  drop  by  drop,  invo¬ 
luntarily  or  infenfibly,  excepting  when  fhe 
walked  or  flood,  and  this  involuntary  difl 

F  3  charge 
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charge  was  lefs  frequent  every  day.  She  felt 
a  violent  pain  along  her  left  thigh,  but 
acknowledged  fhe  had  been  afflicted  with 
this  pain  from  her  fir  ft  lying-in.  She 

4 

added,  that  Ihe  had  luckled  her  child  during 
the  firft  month,  but  that  Mefifs,  Slgault ,  Le 
Roye ,  and  the  commiffioners  from  the  fa¬ 
culty,  had  ordered  her  to  leave  it  off.  The 
nurfe  was  prefent  with  the  child,  and 
fhewed  it  to  all  the  gentlemen.  It  was  in 
good  health.” 

Although  this  cafe  was  thus  made  public 
by  the  faculty,  fome  opponents  to  the  ope¬ 
ration  gave  out,  that  fine  was  difabled  from 

walking,  but  fhe  daily  confuted  their  af« 

# 
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PART  III 


HEN  the  feftion  was  performed  on 
Mrs.  Souchotj  it  became  a  fub- 
ject  of  general  confederation,  and  met 
with  very  unfair  oppoiitiom  To  rational 
experiments,  they  compared  others  made 
under  different  circumftanees,  which  con- 
fequently  could  not  have  the  fame  refult. 

I  made  no  other  anfwer  to  their  unjuft 
contradictions,  than  that  “  the  child  lives,” 
But  fome  people,  more  reafonable,  aiked  me, 
how  there  happened  to  be  fuch  contrary 
effects  ?  Becaufe,  faid  I,  in  order  to  ob¬ 
tain  a  feparation  of  two  inches  and  a  half, 
^tis  neceflary  the  fubjeCt  fhould  be  pregnant, 
and  far  advanced  ;  there  muff  be  a  natural 
heat,  and  the  thighs  muff  be  opened  and 
raifecL” 

/ 
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By  and  by  a  proper  fubjedl  for  the  opera¬ 
tion  was  met  with,  and  they  eagerly  feized 
the  opportunity.  A  young  woman  died 
in  labour.  Great  numbers  aflembled  on 
this  occahon  in  the  Theatre  of  a  pro- 
fefior  of  midwifery.  The  fedlion 
was  performed  within  eight  hours  of  her 
death,  in  the  manner  before  defcribed,  and 
they  gained  a  feparation  beyond  what  I  had 
advanced  ;  but  they  confidered  this  as  an 
objection  to  the  operation,  becaufe,  the  in¬ 
ternal  pojlerior  ligaments  were  lacerated  by 
it .  However,  it  was  allowed,  that  the  fe¬ 
paration  I  mentioned  could  be  gained. 

Others  then  faid,  that  the  operation  was 
not  neceflary,  for  the  child  could  have  been, 
brought:  into  the  world  alive  by  the  feet. 

If  her  third  child,  in  the  eighth  month, 
could  not  pafs  the  brim  of  the  pelvis 
alive,  how  could  they  expect  that  her  laft, 

which  came  at  its  full  time,  fhould  pafs  it 

/ 

without  dying  ?  But  upon  an  examination 

i 

of  the  refpe&ive  dimenfions,  I  {hall  demon - 

ftrate 
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ftrate  the  impoffibility  of  this  child  paffing 
through  the  pelvis ,  unlefs  the  head  was 
fomewhat  diminifhed,  or  the  diameter  of 
the  pelvis  increafed  by  this  operation. 

Mrs.  Souchof  s  pelvis  does  not  exceed  above 
two  inches  and  a  half,  from  the  back  to  the 
fore  part  of  the  brim,  which  was  demon- 
ftrable  by  the  finger  in  this  manner.  Hav¬ 
ing  introduced  the  fore  finger  through  the 
vagina,  it  touched  the  tuberolity  of  the  fa- 
crum.  Now  upon  meafuring  the  length  of 
it,  from  the  end  which  touched  the  facrum, 
to  the  part  anfwering  the  fymphyfes  of  the 
pubes ,  I  found  it  meafured  two  inches  and  a 
half.  This  was  eafily  done  then,  becaufe 
the  diftended  uterus  kept  up  the  vagina, 
which  at  another  time  would  have  been 
difficult,  on  account  of  her  prolapfus  vagina. 
The  moment  the  child  was  born,  I  mea¬ 
fured  the  tranfverfe  diameter  of  its  head 
from  one  parietal  prominence  to  the  other, 
and  found  it  amounted  to  three  inches  and 
a  half 

Why, 
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Why,  laid  they,  fhould  we  have  recoil  ric 
to  this  operation,  when  by  grafping  the 
child’s  head  with  the  forceps,  it  might  have 
been  lengthened,  and  its  tranfverfe  diameter 
reduced  fo  as  to  make  it  clear  th tpdvisy  and 
that  without  endangering  the  life  of  the  mo¬ 
ther  or  child  ?  Here  Mr.  Cotouli  s  fuccefs 
with  that  inflrument  was  highly  com¬ 
mended. 

i 

If  fiich  means  were  the  only  ones  to  deliver 
the  woman  with  eafe,  and  fave  the  child, 
why  was  it  not  ufed  in  the  four  preceding 
labours?  Why  did  the  critic,  who  is  fo 
well  Ikllled  in  this  art,  negledl  fuch  falutary 
means,  and  give  up  a  child  which  he  could 
have  faved  ?  If  the  ufe  of  the  forceps  was 
fo  properly  pointed  out,  why  did  not  Mr. 
Levrety  who  is  faid  to  have  reftored  its  ufe, 
and  made  it  fo  general,  ufe  it  in  the  fourth 
labour  ? 

In  two  forceps  cafes  where  I  was  called 
in  confultation,  the  one  1775?  and  the 

(  other 
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other  on  the  15th  Jan.  1778,  in  which 
cafe,  Mr.  Lheriter  was  concerned,  both 
mothers  and  children  died  under  cir- 
cumftances  much  more  favourable  than  in 
the  cafe  of  Mrs.  Souchot ,  confequently  no 
other  means  were  left  to  preferve  them 
both  but  the  Caefarian  operation,  or  the  fee- 
lion  of  the  pubes .  By  the  firft  the  mother 
moft  commonly  lofes  her  life,  and  in 
the  latter  there  is  no  reafon  for  fuch  appre- 
henfions. 

The  manner  in  which  the  head  makes 
its  way  into  the  world,  by  the  advantage 
of  two  inches  and  a  half  reparation  of  the 
pubes ,  may  be  underftood  by  the  account  of 
Mrs.  Souchot s  delivery. 

The  difproportion  of  the  head  to  the 
pelvis  is  obviated  by  the  feclion,  not  only 
by  the  feperation  of  the  pubes ,  but  by  their 
diverging  fo r  w ar ds. 

When  the  diameter  of  the  brim  of  the 

pelvis 
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pelvis ,  from  the  facrum  to  the  pubes ,  mea- 
fures  two  inches  and  a  half,  which  was 
the  cafe  with  Mrs.  Souchot ,  the  fection  of 
the  pubes  is  the  only  expedient  to  fave  the 
mother  and  child.  When  three  inches, 
this  operation  is  indicated,  and  the  repara¬ 
tion  fhould  be  directed  according  to  the 
iize  of  the  head. 

Mr.  Peon,  accoucheur  to  the  Queen 
of  Naples,  relates  a  cafe  of  the  difficult 
kind  which  proved  fatal  to  the  mother. 
The  Caefarian  operation  was  performed  af¬ 
ter  her  death.  Mr.  Pean  got  the  Pelvis. 
which  afterwards  was  given  me  by  his 
fon. 

In  the  three  cafes  before  mentioned,  the 
mother  could  have  been  faved  according  to 
the  pfadlice  of  the  ancients,  which  fonae 
moderns  deem  barbarity  ;  but  our  opera¬ 
tion  would  have  faved  both  mother  and 
child# 


In 
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Iii  cafes  where  the  brim  of  the  pelvis 
meafures  three  inches  and  a  half,  I  believe 
that  if  the  head  be  very  large,  the  fedtion 
of  the  pubes  will  be  neceffary  ;  but  the 
forceps  fhould  previoufly  be  tried,  which 
in  fuch  cafes  may  fo  me  times  reduce  the 
difproportion  ;  if  it  cannot,  the  fedtioil 
fhould  be  immediately  performed  ;  but 

the  feparation  of  one  inch  in  this  cafe 

;  •  «>  > 

may  be  fufficient. 

From  hence  we  may  conclude,  that 
from  three  inches  and  a  quarter  to  two 
inches  and  a  half,  and  even,  I  think,  two 
inches,  the  fection  is  indicated. 

Finally,  my  opponents  endeavoured  to  re- 
jedl  this  operation,  on  account  of  the  accidents 
confequent  to  it.  The.  feparation  of  two 
inches  and  a  half,  faid  they,  caufes  a  la¬ 
ceration  of  the  internal  and  pofterior  liga¬ 
ments  of  the  pelvis ,  for  the  operation  being, 
performed  on  a  dead  body,  two  inches  of 
the  inferior  part  of  the  ligaments  were 

lacerated 
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lacerated  by  it.  They  therefore  concluded 
that  the  operation  ought  to  be  rejected. 
If  experiments  were  made  upon  the 
dead  body  twenty-four  hours  after  death, 
ought  we  to  conclude  the  refult  will  be  the 
fame  upon  the  living  ?  Do  we  not  fee  that 
diflocations  in  the  living  body  do  not  pro¬ 
duce  the  laceration  of  the  ligaments,  but 
will  caufe  them  after  death  :  we  have  in- 
jftances  of  it  in  the  diflocation  of  the  thigh 
and  fhoulder.  They  afferted  that  this  lace- 
ceration  had  produced  a  general  fuppura- 
tion  in  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis  :  I  can 
maintain  that  there  was  no  other  fuppura- 
tion  than  in  confequence  of  the  divi- 
lion  of  the  integument,  and  that  in  a  very 
fmall  quantity. 

The  method  which  I  advifed  of  keeping 
the  thighs  afunder  during  the  operation, 
is  hurtful,  and  I  now  condemn  it ;  becaufe 
it  makes  the  pubes  diverge  too  fuddenly,  and 
ftrains  the  poflerior  ligaments. 

ThQ 
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The  feparatlon  feemed  to  prevail  mofl  on 
the  left  fide*  and  from  experiments  it  feems 
to  be  fo  difpofed  naturally;  and  indeed  when 
I  introduced  my  hand  to  the  face  on  that 
fide,  I  evidently  increafed  the  feparation. 
We  may  infer  from  hence,  that  the  left 
facro-iliac  might  have  been  irritated  and 
bruifed,  which  would  have  increafed  her 
pain  ;  befides,  from  the  coldnefs  of  the 
feafon,  and  other  unavoidable  circumflances, 
muft  naturally  have  contributed  to  make 
her  worfe.  We  may  add  too,  that  the 
defluxion  on  thole  parts  was  greater,  on  ac- 
count  of  her  general  weaknefs. 

Evacuations,  whether  produced  by  art 
or  nature,  relieved  her  :  I  therefore  wilhed 
to  give  her  laxatives  joined  with  tonic 
medicines. 

Having  examined  the  patient  and  alked 
her  many  quellions,  one  day,  her  filler 
followed  me  out  of  the  room  and  faid, 
44  Sir,  I  am  not  furprized  at  thefe  dil- 


/ 
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charges  ;  my  fitter,  from  her  infancy,  till 

file  came  to  the  age  of  puberty,  has  been 
affiidted  with  incontinence  of  urine,  which 
returned  after  the  accidents  at  her  third 
lying-in.  I  allure  you,  that  in  her  fourth 
pregnancy,  when  fhe  removed  to  my 
houfe,  fhe  always  had  very  copious  and 
involuntary  difcharges  of  urine,  whenever 
file  was  uneafy  in  her  mind  ;  therefore  I 
am  not  at  all  alarmed  at  her  being  fo 
now.”  After  the  information,  and  further 
reflexion,  I  thought  it  more  natural  to 
fuppofe  it  owing  to  a  relaxation  of  the 
mufcles  which  contract  the  neck  of  the 
bladder,  as  I  know  the  conftridtor  mufcles, 
which  are  called  fphincters,  have  not  always 
the  fame  power  of  acting.  In  this  cafe 
various  caufes  tended  to  produce  the  relax¬ 
ation. 

Having  proved  the  utility  of  the  fee- 
lion  of  the  fymphyfis  of  the  pubes ,  and  de¬ 
termined  the  cafes  in  which  it  becomes  ne- 

c  diary 
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ceflary,  let  us  now  point  out  the  manner 

» 

of  performing  it. 

The  inftrument  ufed  on  this  occafion, 
is  a  common  difledting  knife  with  a 
convex  edge,  a  little  blunt  in  the  point  left 
it  fhould  injure  the  bladder,  and  rather 
thin,  becaufe  it  cuts  the  better.  The  pro¬ 
per  fituation  for  performing  this  operation, 
is  to  place  the  woman  on  her  back  at  a  height 
convenient  to  the  accoucheur  ;  the  thighs 
being  fomewhat  opened  and  the  mons  veneris 
fhaved,  introduce  a  catheter  into  the  blad¬ 
der.  The  inferior  part  of  the  integument 
muft  be  drawn  down,  and  the  incifion 
begun  about  two  or  three  lines  above  the 
fubes,  and  no  higher. 

This  firft  incifion  tnuft  not  be  carried 
further  than  the  middle  of  the  fymphy- 
fes.  Another  method  may  be  ufed,  viz. 
Take  the  integuments  between  the  fin¬ 
gers  on  each  fide  the  fymphyfes,  and  make 
the  incifion  in  the  middle.  This  way 

G  would 
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would  be  eafier  for  the  burgeon ,  and  lefs 
painful  for  the  patient  ;  but  the  tenfion  of 
the  integuments  makes  it  difficult.  From 
this  firft  incifion  you  will  have  but  little 
haemorrhage,  and  the  cartilage  will  be  ex- 
pofed  to  fight,  fo  that  you  may  chufe  ex* 
acUy  where  to  proceed  with  the  incifion. 
By  cutting  in  the  middle  of  it,  the  fuf- 
pen  lory  ligament  of  the  bladder  will  be  di¬ 
vided,  and  in  procuring  the  neceffary  fepa- 
ration  it  will  be  lacerated,  which  may  oc* 
eafion  an  incontinence  of  urine.  There  are 
cafes  in  which  this  complaint  can  be  attri¬ 
buted  to  no  other  caufe  than  the  laceration  or 
relaxation  of  the  ligament  of  that  vifcus  ;  it 
will  therefore  be  right  to  avoid  cutting  in  the 
middle  of  the  cartilage.  There  are  feveral 
advantages  from  cutting  on  either  fide  :  part 
of  the  iufpenfory  ligament  of  the  bladder 
will  be  preferved,  and  it  is  likely  by  fo  do¬ 
ing,  that  the  bone  on  that  fide  will  be 
touched  ;  the  {hooting  out  from  it  will 

procure 
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procure  a-  fpeedy  aglutination  and  re-union. 
In  the  cafe  of  Mrs.  Souchot ,  the  incifion 
having  touched  the  pubes  on  the  left  fide, 
that  bone  is  thicker,  and  has  fhot  out  over 
the  other  fide. 

Mr.  Dejfault  obferved  the  fame  appear¬ 
ances  in  animals  on  which  he  had 
made  his  experiments.  The  left  pubes  ap¬ 
pearing  after  the  lection  to  recede  more  than 
the  right,  there  will  be  a  greater  opening 
on  that  fide  ;  befides,  the  neck  of  the  blad¬ 
der  being  rather  more  inclined  to  the  right, 
and  the  fundus  being  fo  always,  all  thefe 
reafons  ought  to  determine  us  rather  to 
chufe  the  left  fide. 

The  integuments  being  cut  as  far  as  the 
middle  of  the  pubes ,  the  fuperior  part  of 
the  cartilage  will  be  expofed,  you  mull 
then  begin  the  incifion,  and  continue  it 
as  far  as  the  fymphyfes,  taking  care  to  di- 
red:  the  catheter  to  the  fide  oppofite  that 
on  which  the  operation  is  performed  ;  then 
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finilh  the  feclion  of  tl  re  integuments,  and 
afterwards  that  of  the  cartilage.  I  have  al¬ 
ready  pointed  out  tire  reafon  for  perform¬ 
ing  the  operation  at  twice.  As  you  are  in 
moil  danger  of  wounding  the  bladder  in 
dividing  the  upper  part  of  the  cartilage,  it 

•  *  i 

is  very  important  not  to  be  obftrucled  by 
any  haemorrhage.  This  method*  on  account 
of  its  facility  and  readinels,  together  with- 
it  s  fuccefs,  feems  hitherto  to  be  the  beft. 

The  moment  the  fymphylis  is  divided* 
the  pubes  recedes,,  and  this-  the  more,  ac¬ 
cording  as  the  thighs  are  kept  opened.  If 
the  ieparatioo  is  very  ludden  and  confidera- 
ble,  as  the  pofierior  articulations  adl  in  the 
nature  of  hinges,  the  interior  ligaments 
which  cover  them  will  be  diftended  too' 
fuddenly,  which  may  be  of  bad  confe- 
quence  ;  it  is  therefore  advifeable  to  keep 
the  thighs  moderately  opened  during  the 
operation,  and  afterwards  upon  railing 
them,  to  widen  them  gradually,  until  you 

have 
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have  obtained  the  reparation  neceffary  to 
finifh  the  delivery. 

With  regard  to  the  delivery,  if  the 
child  prefents  by  the  head,  is  it  to  be  left 
to  the  expullive  power  of  the  uterus,  or 
are  the  forceps  to  be  ufed  ?  or  is  the  child 
to  be  turned  and  brought  by  the  feet  ?  Mr. 
Sigault  advifes  to  leave  it  to  the  expullive 
power  of  the  uterus  :  I  hope  the  follow¬ 
ing  reafons  will  induce  us  to  adopt  a  dif¬ 
ferent  praftice.  After  the  fedlion  there  is 
an  arterial  haemorrhage,  but  however  trifling 
it  may  be,  we  ought  not  to  difregard  it. 
If  after  the  operation  we  leave  delivery  en¬ 
tirely  to  nature,  it  would  probably  occafion 
pains  in  the  pofterior  articulations,  irri¬ 
tate  and  inflame  the  furrounding  parts. 
Hence  we  ou^ht  not  to  leave  the  ex- 
pullion  of  the  child  to  nature.  Are  we 
to  ufe  the  forceps  ?  In  as  much  as  they 
may  be  fuppofed  to  diminifh  the  frze  of 
the  head,  they  appear  to  be  of  fome  ufe  ; 
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but  their  preffure  is  often  of  fatal  confe- 
quences. 

Why  (hould  we  then  have  reconrfe  to 
a  method  which  endangers  the  child’s  life, 
when  the  feftion  has  been  undertaken 
merely  to  preferve  it  ?  The  only  way  is  to 
turn  the  child,  an  operation  which  I  have 
performed  with  great  fuccefs.  After 
which  the  thighs  are  to  be  lowered, 
and  placed  near  one  another.  The  integu¬ 
ments,  which  were  greatly  dillended  during 
pregnancy,  now  will  fubfide  lo  as  to  cover 
the  fympbyfes.  A  bladder  muff  be  fitted  to 
the  end  of  the  catheter,  in  order  that  the 
patient  may  not  be  obliged  to  ftir  when  fhe 
wants  to  make  water,  and  alfo  in  cafe  the 
bladder  has  been  injured,  that  the  wounded 
part  may  heal  without  any  inconvenience 
from  urine.  As  to  the  wound,  nothing 
more  is  neceffary  than  dry  lint,  moiftened 
with  brandy  beat  up  with  the  white  of  an 


egg,  and  difcutient  embrocations  upon -the 

pofterior 
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pofterior  articulations  of  the  pelv/s .  A 

/ 

bandage  mu  ft  be  applied,  to  Jceep  the 
divided  parts  in  contact  ;  to  which 
there  muft  be  two  tapes  fattened,  to  be 
conveyed  between  the  legs  and  tied  be¬ 
fore.  The  mother  ought  to  fuckle  for  eight 
or  nine  days,  in  order  to  prevent  bad  confe- 
quences  from  the  milk ;  laxatives  with 
tonics  may  then  be  directed  according  to 
circumftances.  Great  care  Ihould  be  taken 

to  keep  the  parts  in  a  ftate  of  reft  as  much  as 
poftible,  in  order  to  favour  a  fpeedy  re-union. 
We  have  all  the  reafon  imaginable  to  hope 
that  by  following  the  above  rules,  this  ope¬ 
ration  would  be  attended  with  a  more  ex¬ 
peditious  cure  than  in  the  cafe  of  Mrs.  Sou - 
ehot,  and  without  the  leaft  alarming  fymp- 
toms. 

At  an  advanced  age,  they  fay,  it  is  to  be 
feared  no  foftnefs  will  ever  take  place 
in  the  articulations  of  the  pelvis.  This  ob* 
je&ion  wiU  he  removed,  if  they  remember 
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what  I  have  before  faid  of  the  folution  of 
the  earthly  matter  during  pregnancy,  let 
the  age  be  what  it  may.  I  fhall  now  add 
ibme  reflections  on  the  procefs  by  which 
this  afflux  of  fluids  fwells  and  foftens  the 
articulation.  To  give  fome  idea  of  it,  the 
following  experiments  are  offered  : 

Wedges  of  porous  wood,  when  driven 
forcibly  into  clefts  made  on  the  circumfe¬ 
rence  of  a  rock,  fwell  to  fuch  a  degree, 
by  means  of  the  moifture  they  imbibe,  as  to 
break  off  huge  pieces  of  it,  to  the  aftonifh- 
ment  of  every  one.  The  animal  oeconomy 
offers  daily  examples  of  this  fwelling  of  the 
articulations.  We  are  taller  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  when  we  get  up,  than  in  the  evening, 
becaufe  the  weight  of  the  body  all  day  com- 
preffes  the  cartilages  lying  between  the  ver¬ 
tebras  ;  and  during  the  night  thofe  parts, 
being  free  from  prefiure,  fwell  by  the  afflux 
of  fluids. 

But  thefe  examples  do  not  give  a  juft 

idea 


(  91  ) 

idea  of  what  happens,  during  pregnancy,  to 
the  cartilages  in  the  articulations  of  the  pel* 
vis ,  which  are  fwelled  from  another  caufe, 
called  the  vegetative  principle,  whofe  fur-» 
prifmg  power  is  beyond  conception.  The 
polypus  of  the  nofe,  which  is  a  foft  and 
pulpy  fubftance,  by  its  gradual  increafe 
warps  the  bones  of  the  palate.  Who 
can  calculate  the  power  of  a  tender  plant, 
which,  to  make  its  way  qut  of  the  ground, 
will  remove  a  weighty  ftone  ?  Can  we  fay 
by  what  means  the  fluids  lwell  and  expand 
the  uterus  after  conception  ?  It  is  then 
the  principle  of  vegetation,  and  in  the  hu^ 
man  fyftem,  that  of  life  itfelf  which  is 
the  caufe  of  fuch  admirable  effects.  The 
rigidity  produced  by  age  or  conftitution,  can 
fcarce  ever  be  fo  great  as  to  counteract  its 
wonderful  effect. 

Another  inftance  of  the  fuccefs  of  this 
operation  will,  I  hope,  give  convi6tionf 
and  firmly  eftablifh  the  great  utility  of 
this  difcovery. 

Mr* 
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Mr.  Dcfpres ,  furgeon  and  accoucheur 
of  St.  Paul de  Leon ,  in  Brittany ,  was  fent  for, 
In  February  laft,  to  the  affiftance  of  Anne 
BeroUy  a  foldier’s  wife,  who  had  been  above, 
two  days,  under  the  care  of  a  midwife,  in 
the  ftrongeft  labour  pains.  Mr.  Defpres 
judged  fhe  could  not  be  delivered  of  a  living 
thild,  without  the  Crefarian  operation,  or 
the  fection  of  the  fymphyfis.  Encouraged 
by  the  fuecefs  we  had  met  with,  which  was 
publifhed  in  all  the  journals,  he  performed 
the  latter,  and  by  that  means,  in  a  fhort 
time,  and  without  giving  the  mother  much 
pain,  he  delivered  her  of  a  male  child. 
Mr.  Defpres  fent  an  account  of  the  cafe  to 
the  dean  of  our  faculty,  to  be  communicated 
by  him  at  their  firft  meeting,  which  was 
done  on  the  firft  of  April  1778. 

The  operation  was  performed  and  at¬ 
tended  with  all  poflible  fuccefs. 

The  remaining  point  ta  be  difeuffed,  is 
whether  it  may  be  often  repeated  upon  the 
fame  fubjedt.  We  muft  have  a  fucceffion 

of 
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of  obfervations  and  fads  to  prove  this.' 
My  defign  is  to  make  experiments  upon 
animals,  and  if,  after  a  variety  of  trials,  I 
find  I  may  juftly  recommend  it,  I  fhall 
think  it  my  duty  to  publifh  my  obferva¬ 
tions  ;  for  the  prefent  it  feems  to  me,  that 
from  inferences  made  upon  certain  and  well 
known  fads,  we  may  affirm,  that  there  is 
no  reafon  againd  a  repetition  of  it. 

The  moft  probable  are  concretions  in  the 
poderior  articulations,  which  would  prevent 
their  mobility,  I  have  endeavoured  to 
find  out  the  date  of  thefe  parts  in  Mrs. 
Souchot ,  face  the  operation,  and  could  not 
remark  any  fenfible  alteration  by  it ;  for 
though  the  fymphyfis  of  the  pubes  was 
thickened,  there  remained  dill  a  line  be¬ 
tween  the  two  bones,  which  would  admit  of 
an  incifion.  There  is  reafon  to  believe  that 

t 

the  reunion  of  the  parts  is  brought  about  by 
a  fubdance  of  the  nature  of  a  ligament,  ra¬ 
ther  than  by  a  callus.  This  is  proved  by 

the 
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the  experiments  made  by  Mr.  Default .  But 
even  fuppofing  a  concretion,  may  it  not 
grow  foft  in  a  fecond  pregnancy  ?  Every 
circumftance  feems  then  to  make  us  pre¬ 
sume,  that  upon  a  repetition  of  the  feftion  of 
the  fymphyfis,  the  fame  feparation  may  be 
obtained  as  in  the  firft. 

I  {hall  here  take  the  liberty  of  re¬ 
turning  my  thanks,  in  this  public  manner, 
to  the  Parifian  Faculty,  of  which  1  have  the 
honour  to  be  a  member,  This  refpeftable 
body  firft  encouraged  me  in  the  profecution 
of  my  experiments.  Their  approbation 
alone  was  a  fufficient  reward  for  the  difa- 
greeable  oppofition  I  met  with  fince  the 
fiuccefs  of  this  operation  had  been  made 
• 

In  this  publication,  my  ideas  are  parti- 
cularly  prefented  to  the  promoters  of  ufe- 
ful  difcoveries,  and  I  fliall  be  happy  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  at  any  time  the  favour  of  their 
#dvice.  Every  objeflion  made  with  an  in¬ 
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tent  to  improve  the  art  and  bring  it  to  per~ 
Feftion,  will  be  very  interefting  to  me,  and 
I  fhall  think  it  my  duty  to  refolve  it,  if  in 
my  power.  Oppofition  in  fentiment,  by 
inveftigating  the  fubjecl,  is  often  produce 
tive  of  truth  ;  I  am  alfd  fenfible,  with 

what  weapons  a  generous  opponent  ought 
to  engage  ;  and  I  fhall  always  reckon  him 

an  objefl:  unworthy  of  my  attention,  who 
has  recourle  to  any  other  arguments  than 
thofe  of  probity  conducted  by  decency. 


SINCE  the  conclulion  of  this  Treatise,  MrV 
Cambon ,  a  very  able  furgeon  at  Mons ,  has 
fent  us  an  account  of  a  cafe,  in  which  he 
performed  the  feCtion  of  the  fymphvfis  of  the 
pubes  with  good  fuccefs  upon  a.  deformed 
woman ;  a  detail  of  which  he  intends  to 
give  the  Public. 
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A  Decree  granted  by  the  Faculty 
of  Phyfic  at  Paris,  with  regard 
to  the  Cafe  of  Mrs.  Souchot,  un¬ 
der  the  Care  of  Mr.  Sigault  and 
Mr.  Alphonfe  le  Roy,  the  6th 
of  December,  1777. 


rJ^,HErnembers  of  this  refpeftable  body, 
whofe  utmoft  wifhes  and  endeavours 

i 

are  exerted  to  promote  fcience,  and  who 
have  always  given  the  greateft  encourage¬ 
ment  to  ingenious  men  for  ufeful  eflays 
or  difcoveries,  have  unanimoufly  re- 
folved  : 

^  •  \ 

1  ft.  That  an  accurate  account  of  all  that 
occurred  at  their  two  laft  meetings  of 
the  firft  of  October,  and  third  of  De¬ 
cember,  with  regard  to  Mrs.  Souchot's 
cafe,  be  printed  in  Latin  and  French. 
That  the  memoir  read  by  Mr.  Sigault , 
concerning  the  feftion  of  the  fpmphyfis 
gf  the  pubes ,  performed  on  her  by  that 

gentleman. 
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✓ 

gentleman,  be  alfo  printed,  together  with 
the  reports  and  opinions  of  the  commif- 
fioners  on  this  operation,  refpecling  its  con- 
fequence  and  cure  ;  and  that  thefe  (hall  be 
fpeedily  printed  and  diftributed,  not  only  to 
the  faculty  themfelves,  but  to  the  medical 
world  ;  particularly  to  be  prefen  ted,  with 
fubmiffion,  to  otir  beneficent  King,  to  the 
Princes,  Minifters,  and  Magiftrates,  in  or¬ 
der  that  this  new  difcovery  of  preferring 
both  mother  and  child,  may  be  unlverfally 
made  known, 

id.  That  Meffrs*  Sigault  and  Alphonfe  Le 
Roy ,  to  whom  the  faculty  and  the  public 
were  already  indebted,  be  intreated  to  ufe 
their  utmoft  endeayours  in  the  profecution 
of  their  good  undertaking,  and  to  commu¬ 
nicate  and  fubmit  their  obiervations  on  this 
operation  to  the  examination  of  the  faculty, 
their  views  to  perfect  it,  and  their  opinion 
of  the  (late  of  the  mother  and  child,  which 

renders 
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tenders  it  neceflary*  Alfo  that  all  tins 
learned  be  requefted  to  communicate  what 
they  know,  either  from  experiment  or 
otherwife,  concerning  it, 

3d.  That  they  could  not  help  admiring 
and  applauding  the  fpirit  and  fortitude  of 
Mrs-.  Souchot ;  were  very  forry  it  was  not  in 
their  power  to  allow  her  and  her  child  a 
penfion,  but  that  the  dean  of  the  faculty 
fhould  be  directed  to  give  her  relief  under 
her  prefent  indigence  :  Furthermore,  they 
Would  humbly  prefent  a  petition  to  their 
beneficent  Sovereign,  and  folicit  the  public 
in  general  for  her  future  relief,  as  a  reward 
for  her  refolution,  in  fubmitting  to  an  ope¬ 
ration  heretofore  unknown,  which  may  be 
the  means  to  encourage  others  in  her  un¬ 
happy  fituation,  to  undergo  the  fame,  and 
thereby  five  their  own  lives,  and  thofe  of 
their  infants. 


4th.  That 
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4th.  That  the  obligation  they  were  un¬ 
der  to  Mr.  Sigault ,  who  invented  and  per¬ 
formed  this  operation,  was  the  greater,  on 
account  of  the  lingular  fervice  he  has  ren¬ 
dered  fociety,  and  alfo  for  the  expence  he 
has  generoully  been  at  on  this  occahon  ; 
that  as  it  is  not  in  their  power  to  confer  a 
reward  on  him  adequate  to  his  merit,  it'Was 
their  delire  he  fhould  hold  a  diftinguilhed 
rank  among  them  ;  and  that  the  prefent 
and  future  age  may  know  how  worthy  he 
is,  they  have  ordered  that  his  name  fhall  be 
engraved  on  a  medal  as  follows  ; 

“  In  the  year  1768,  Mr.  Sigault , 
D.  M.  P.  invented  and  propofed  the  fedlion 
of  the  lymphylis  of  the  pubes  ;  and  in  the 
year  1 777,  performed  it  with  fuccefs.’5 

They  have  ordered  alfo  that  a  hundred 
of  thefe  Ihould  be  prefented  to  him* 

\  \  ' 

And  Mr.  Sigault  having  publicly  teftified, 
that  Mr.  Alphonfe  Le  Roy ,  one  of  the  mem- 
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bers  of  our  college,  by  his  exhortations  and 
experiments,  had  encouraged  him  to  under¬ 
take  this  operation,  and  affifted  him  in  com¬ 
pleting  the  delivery  and  curing  the  wound, 
the  faculty  agreed,  that  the  infcription 
Aiould  conclude  in  thefe  words  ; 

# 

“  Mr.  A!ph.07ife  Le  Roy,  D.  M.  P,  aflifled 
him,”  therefore  they  refolved  that  he  fhould 
be  prefented  with  fifty  of  thefe  medals. 

4  '  *  l  * 

Such  was  the  conclufion  of  the  decree. 

S.C.  DESESSARTZ, 

Dean  of  the  Faculty . 

To  which  two  gentlemen,,  feniors  of  each 
order,  have  figned  their  relpedtive  names. 

Meflrs.  Hazon, 
CoCHU, 

Du  H  A  U  M  E, 

Lezurieh. 


THE  END. 
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This  Day  •were  publijbed\  (being  the  fi  Edition ,  corrc3cdy 

Price  $s.) 

Practical  observations  on  the  acute  DiS. 

eases  incident  to  Women,  under  the  following  Heads: 


Obfervations  on  the  Child-bed  Fever,  deduced  from  the 
Symptoms  of  that  Difeafe,  taken  from  the  living  Body,  and. 
from  an  Examination  of  its  morbid  Appearances  after  Death ,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  Methods  moil:  conducive  to  its  Cure;  illuftrated 
with  Cafes  and  Forms  of  Medicine  adapted  to  each. 

On  the  Prophyladtic  Method,  or  Means  which  contribute  to 
prevent  the  Difeafe. 

On  the  Nature  and  Treatment  of  Uterine  Haemorrhages,  or 

Floodings. 


On  the  Caufe  and  Cure  of  Convuljiotis ,  and  the  Difeafes  moft 
fatal  to  Women  during  the  State  of  Pregnancy,  viz.  the  Pleurify , 
Small-Pox ,  and  Dyfentery , 

By  JOHN  LEAKE,  M,  D. 

Where  may  be  had,  by  the  fame  Author,  the  third  Edition 
corrected,  in  Quarto,  Price  %s.  6 d. 

A  LECTURE  introdudforv  to  the  Theory  and  Prac, 

TICE  ofMlDWIFERY; 

Including  the  Hijlory  of  that  Science ,  with  a  View  of  its  feveral 
Branches,  and  the  proper  Means  of  attaining  a  perfedt  Know¬ 
ledge  of  the  whole.  Together  with  Animadverlions  on  the 
Qualification  and  Deportment  of  an  Accoucheur , 


To  which  is  nocM  abided, 

A  Syllabus  of  the  Lectures,  with  the  Defcription  and  Ufeof 
the  Author’s  new  Forceps ,  with  three  Blades,  illuftrated  by  a 
Copper-plate  Print  of  that  Inftrument. 


ALSO 

A  ViNDrcATioN  of  Dr.  Leake's  Forceps,  in  which  the  inju¬ 
dicious  and  illiberal  Remarks  on  that  Subjedt,  figned  Thomas 
Denman ,  are  examined  and  refuted. 

By  a  late  Pupil  of  Dr.  Leake’s. 

I  Pi  a  cl  i cal  Obj'erm  at  ions  are  tr  (inflated  into  the  French 

and  German  Languages. 


A 


A  NEW  WORK. 

This  Day  were  ptd  lifhed,  Price  6s.  in  Boards,  being  the  \th  Edition 

MEDICAL  INSTRUCTIONS  towards  the  Preven¬ 
tion  and  Cure  of  CHRONiC  DISEASES  peculiar  to 
Women. 

In  which  their  Nature  is  explained,  and  their  Treatment  clearly 
laid  down,  under  the  following  Heads: 

Of  the  Obflrudlion,  Redundance,  and  Ceflation  of  the  perio-' 
dical  Difcharge,  and  the  Diforders  from  thence  arihng. 

Difeafes  of  the  Womb,  viz.  Female  W  eaknefs,  Bearing  Down, 
Cancer,  Abortion,  and  Barrennefs. 

Difeafes  of  the  Urinary  Pajfage ,  and  contiguous  Parts,  viz. 
Obftrudfionor  Incontinence  of  Urine,  Ulceration  of  the  Bladder, 
and  Piles. 

Difeafes  of  the  Stomach  and  Bowels ,  bilious  Diforders,  nervous 
and  hyfleric  Afledtions,  low  Spirits,  and  Melancholy. 

Of  a  Confumption,  Dropfy,  and  Difeafes  of  the  Skin, 
and  Glands. 

The  Influence  of  the  Paflions  on  the  Body  and  Mind,  and 
Effedls  of  Weather  on  delicate  Conflitutions. 

Of  the  falutary  Power  of  Air,  Diet,  Exercife,  and  Ample 
Medicines,  in  the  Prevention  and  Cure  of  Chronic  Difeafes • 

Po  which  are  added, , 

Prescriptions,  or  Forms  ofMedicbie ,  adapted  to  each  Difeafe* 

By  JOHN  LEAKE,  M.  D. 
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